
An Architectural 
and Historical 

Treasure
Inner City Christian Federation (ICCF)

920 Cherry Street SE
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506

Designed by Asbury W. Buckley of Chicago, 
this 1908 Neoclassical style edifice features 
rose brick with white semi-glazed terra cotta 
detailing. A U-shaped four-story structure, 
the Blodgett building sits on a raised first 
level defined by a terra cotta water table. A 
massive classically detailed terra cotta cornice 
appears to be supported by majestic Corinthian 
pilasters that rise from the water table to 
the cornice at the corners of the structure. 
All window openings are square-head; at 
the second floor the openings are capped by 
half-round terra cotta insets with terra cotta 
keystones and have bracketed terra cotta sills. 
At the third and fourth floors the openings 
are terra cotta sills and hood moldings. At the 
west elevation there is a large entry flanked by 
terra cotta columns supporting a round terra 
cotta arch with an oversized key-stone around a 
half-round transom window. The building also 
features a full-height portico with four massive 

terra cotta Corinthian columns and a terrace 
with terra cotta balusters. Noteworthy interior 
features of the building include the original 
terrazzo flooring; an ornate cast iron staircase; 
plaster columns with ceiling ornamentation 
and quarter-sawn white oak wainscoting. 

The formal gardens in front of the building 
were symmetrical and provided beauty 
for the orphanage residents as well for the 
neighborhood.

Architectural Highlights

How you can support ICCF
Financial gift•	
Volunteer service•	
In-kind contributions•	
Use Providence Home Mortgage Inc. services•	

ICCF Mission statement: 

In response to God’s call 
to justice, ICCF provides 
housing opportunities and 
services that encourage 
family responsibility and 
independence, thereby 
helping to build stable 
communities.

About ICCF:
ICCF is the oldest non-profit affordable 

housing developer in the state of Michigan, 
providing housing opportunities and services 
in Grand Rapids since 1974. ICCF is a licensed 
builder offering Energy Star homes that are 
both affordable and environmentally friendly. In 
addition to selling new and reconstructed homes, 
ICCF provides emergency shelter for homeless 
families at Family Haven, owns and manages 96 
units of affordable rental housing, and offers an 
extensive home ownership education program 
with a financial counseling component. All 
ICCF programs and services encourage family 
responsibility and independence, thereby helping 
to build stable communities. Through the work 
of 38 staff members, ICCF serves 2500 families 
or more a year.

Making places to come home to.

920 Cherry Street SE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506
phone (616) 336-9333 • fax (616) 336-9323

website: www.iccf.org
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The D.A. Blodgett building is the most 
architecturally significant building 
in the Fairmount Square District. In 

addition to its uniquely beautiful appearance, 
the building had a uniquely beautiful purpose. 
It was dedicated in 1908 as an orphanage, for 
“as we treat the foundling (orphan), so goes 
the society.” That was the mindset of Delos 
A. Blodgett, who funded it. After 40 years as 
an orphanage, its heritage of community care 
continued for nearly 30 years as a physical 
rehabilitation hospital. Its beauty and purpose 
were buried through years of neglect and 
demolition papers were drawn up. But rescued 
and restored to its former glory, today it is 
home to the Inner City Christian Federation 
(ICCF), a non-profit housing agency that serves 
low and moderate income families.

The US Department of the Interior, 
National Park Service Historic Preservation office 

has determined that the ICCF building 
is a certified historic structure.

Off-street parking available south and west of building.



Building Restoration

ICCF purposed to restore and use the 
building in its original appearance. With 
historic and other tax credits and tremendous 
community support, ICCF hired Rockford 
Construction to oversee the building restoration. 
After removing the 34,000 square foot additions 
built in the 1950s, ICCF moved forward to 
replace the original pillared porch, to strip and 
refinish the original woodwork, and to restore 
all the exterior terra cotta trim. The Office of 
Historic Preservation in Lansing identified it 
as “the largest terra cotta replacement project 
ever completed in the state of Michigan.” The 
22 month process has resulted in a remarkable 
architectural icon, an embodiment of ICCF’s 
commitment to revitalize communities and 
restore hope. ICCF has functioned in the 
building since September 4, 2007.

The D. A. Blodgett Home for Children was 
a stunning building when it was dedicated 
in 1908. Long before the ceremony started 
the site was thronged with people who were 
eager to view the many rooms of the facility, 
considered one of the finest and best equipped 
private philanthropic institutions in the state. 
Expressions of admiration were heard at 
every turn for the beauty of the building and 
the perfection of its furnishings. The funds 
expended to make the home safe as well as 
beautiful were unusual.

The expense was understandable because the 
donor for the building, Delos A. Blodgett, was 
unusually generous. At the ceremony his son 
John Wood Blodgett said, “Always attracted 
to the helpless, it was but natural that the 
sympathies of my father should go out to the 
orphan…He designed to give to this city a 
home for children that fire could not destroy, 
and of such sanitary construction that disease 
could be lessened and controlled.”

Unfortunately Delos A. Blodgett died before 
the building was completed. But the realization 
of his plans was carried out in every detail by 
the tireless efforts of his wife. She determined 
the paint colors on the walls, the style of the 

furniture, and the design of the dishes used by 
the children at meal times.

This distinctive home functioned as an 
orphanage and became a national leader in 
the field of child welfare. First in the nation 
to begin placing children in the community 
through the practice of foster care, the D.A. 
Blodgett Home also developed Camp Blodgett 
on Lake Michigan to afford orphans and other 
underprivileged children a summer camp 
experience. A clinic and residential care for 
children with orthopedic problems lead to a 
combined program with the Mary Free Bed 
Guild. When foster care replaced orphanages, 
and the polio epidemic created a need for long-
term medical residential care for children, a 
transition was made. In 1948 the Blodgett heirs 
donated the building to the Mary Fee Bed 
Guild and it became known as the Mary Free 
Bed Hospital. Despite removing the pillared 
porch and expanding the building with a large 
addition on the front, the hospital outgrew 
the facility and moved to a newer, larger site 
in 1976. For eighteen years the building was 
only partially occupied by a variety of tenants. 
Completely empty and deteriorating for twelve 
years, it was close to demolition when ICCF 
purchased the building. 

History of the Building

Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) 

In 2008 this historic restoration project 
anticipates a gold level LEED certification 
for the many green-built features included. 
While common in new structures, it is a 
remarkable achievement with a historical 
restoration project. The following features, 
among others, were recognized for their 
environmentally friendly nature:
 1. Showers for employees to use after 

biking to work or exercising on their 
lunch break

 2. Rooftop solar panels
 3. Porous asphalt and underlying materials 

on parking lot to absorb rainwater
 4. Roof storm water drainage to 

underground cistern to water the 
gardens

 5. Low-flow plumbing fixtures and  
water-free urinals

 6. Carpets of recycled materials
 7. Computer controlled HVAC system
 8. Low-E argon windows
 9. Sprayed on insulation
 10. Loading dock and dumpsters for 

recycling program
 11. Restored terrazzo flooring on main floor
 12. Restored oak trim on main floor
 13. Smoke-free requirement


