
Water and Field - 
Michigan Moods 

 
Pastels by Kathleen Harris 

In her artist’s statement, Kathleen Harris says, “I am constantly taken by the visual poetry of light and color 

in landscapes. I love working with pastels to capture that moment in time on a piece of paper. It may be 

how the light falls or the particular beauty of the scene; often it comes from some thoughtful mood or  

reflection.” 

 

Many of these images in this exhibit are from the shores and forests at Cedar Campus, outside Cedarville, 

MI, in the Upper Peninsula.  A few of the paintings were done plein air (outdoors), most were first captured 

as a photo and then finished at home. She recognizes the role of others who enable her to do art.  In  

gratitude she dedicates her work:  

          “To my grandpa, Tony Lootens, who passed on a share of his artistic talent; 

To my teacher and friend, Jim Markle, for his instruction and encouragement; 

To my family for their support and for fitting in the time to let me do this art; 

To my friends, who have shared and encouraged this journey; and 

To GOD, whose mercies and wonder are new every morning.” 

 

Kathleen is a Grand Rapids native.  She graduated from Grand Rapids Christian High School 

and Calvin College.  She also received degrees from Western Michigan University (B.S), and Michigan State 

University (M.A.) She has spent more than thirty years as a Special Education teacher. 

A member of the Great Lakes Pastel Society, she has taken pastel classes from various local instructors  

including Jim Markle.  Her paintings have been exhibited at: Celebration, First Methodist Church; West  

Michigan Regional Arts Show, Lowell; and Grand Rapids Festival of the Arts. 

Water and Field – Michigan Moods will be on display at ICCF from May 6 through August 6, 2013.   

It is available for viewing Monday – Friday, 8:30am – 4:30pm. 


