Where Does It Really Come From?
When we heard that HUD was awarding
ICCF three home ownership counseling
contracts totaling $151,000 (see article on
page 5) Sue Ortiz and the Home Ownership
staff were elated. I was proud of them
because their success moved a large federal
bureaucracy to sit up and take notice of
Jonathan Bradford
the ICCF solution. Their selfless devotion,
Executive Director
supported by your partnership and that of
others, has served the cause of housing opportunity.
The extraordinary track record of the seven dedicated members
of our Home Ownership staff notwithstanding, I’m guessing
that President Bush’s “Faith-Based Initiative” was a factor in the
decision to award ICCF substantial funding. The money is great
because we will surely be able to serve many more families with
these contracts. At the same time, for some it raises questions
about this business of public/private partnerships. What do they
accomplish? Are there trade-offs that should make us think twice
about such alliances? There are those who say that Christian
ministries should not accept the help and potential intervention
of the government as they respond to those whom God has called
them to serve. I disagree.
God empowers governments to provide order for all in society.
Governments draw resources from all of us to provide for the
good of all people. Christians, whose government governs them
as well, are called to love and serve their neighbor in need. If the
addressing of human need is part of good societal order, it seems
appropriate then that there be substantial collaboration between
Christians and their governments.
From the perspective of government, there are many reasons to
engage Christian ministries in the delivery of important community
services. Faith values often translate into high quality service that
has lasting impact. Those same values motivate private charitable
support and uncountable volunteer hours. In that manner limited
public dollars are multiplied in proportions too good to pass up!
How does the other side of the equation look? The funding

New Options for ICCF Supporters
The development department would like to provide
electronic ICCF news updates to supporters. Any readers
interested in receiving information between newsletters are
invited to forward their email addresses to dlobbestael@iccf.
org or abush@iccf.org. Donors who give regularly to ICCF
also now have the option of utilizing automatic withdrawal
to forward their gifts to ICCF. Arrangements can be made
through ICCF’s chief financial officer Jim Noel @831-1205
ext. 112.
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is invaluable because it helps facilitate our response to
increasing needs in the community. More importantly, public
funding “belongs” as much to you and me who bring faith to our
community service as it does to those motivated in other ways. I
could even argue that our claim is stronger because we define our
service in terms that more closely reflect the good order that God
has prescribed for all governments to pursue. Indeed our service
delivery, when supported in part by public funds, helps to better
achieve the justice and righteousness expected of all nations
(Psalm 72). While always careful to respect the particular religious
beliefs of the people we are privileged to serve, we are able to
demonstrate God’s love in action to many more people when we
blend public and private resources.
It is wise to use faith-defined organizations to help accomplish
needed community services. It is unlikely that either the public
sector or the private sector could alone do all that is needed. When
we collaborate with Washington and accept public funding, our
purpose is not to advance the agenda of the current administration.
We are simply using what is the Lord’s already to further build his
kingdom here on earth.

Guitar/Singer Duo... (continued from p.1)
his grandmother sing spirituals, but he wanted to sing both pop
music and opera. Classically trained, he sings Mozart and Mahler,
jazz and spirituals and contemporary classical music. With three
recordings to his credit, Sykes has a growing reputation and
concert career. The Wall Street Journal predicts major stardom,
and critics agree. Joseph McLellan from the Washington Post
wrote, “Sykes has a multifaceted voice, a strong sense of drama
inherent in the words and music he sings . . . . ultra-sophisticated .
. . technique that can make his voice do the work of several.” Also
described as the ultimate communicator, as much a vocal character
actor as a singer, Sykes has a seemingly limitless voice and range.
Parkening and Sykes live in southern California with
their families. They met at the church they both attend, and
collaboration for worship services led to collaboration
professionally. ICCF is delighted to present them in concert this
spring. For sponsorship details, contact Diane Lobbestael at 8311205, ext. 117. For details on a student event (currently being
planned), contact Anna Mae Bush at 831-1205, ext. 118. To read
more about the artists, visit http://www.parkening.com/ or http://
www.jubilantsykes.com/.
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Rental Program

Extreme Makeover — Madison Avenue SE

to other revitalization efforts
When traveling north
in the area. One can’t miss
from Hall Street on Madison
the townhouse complex
Avenue, look for the two
under construction on the
largest and ugliest houses
southwest corner of Hall
(see “before” photos). They
and Madison. Several retail
are the current objects of
units with apartments above
ICCF’s extreme makeover
are included. This new
measures. ICCF is expanding
construction broadens the
its rental holdings by
impact of the nearby library
reconstructing two historic
and shopping center. The
homes in the 1100 block.
ICCF project is in line with
One home will provide
its mission of making places
three 3-bedroom units, and
1102 Madison
to come home to and will
the other will provide three
provide two beautified structures.
2-bedroom units. With the goal of preserving as much of the
Can it get any better? Yes! ICCF staff member Kristen Moore,
original architecture and exterior character as possible, project
having recently completed a course in real-estate development
architect Kim DeStigter says care will be taken to restore the
granite front porch and foundation at 1131 Madison and the stone financing for non-profits, worked diligently on funding options.
The total project cost of $750,000 will be covered with grants
foundation at 1102 Madison. The updated interiors will be bright
from Michigan State Housing Development Authority Home
and inviting with large, historically proportioned windows. Each
funds, City Home funds, the Federal Home Loan Bank of
unit will have ample space and utility connections for individual
Indianapolis, and a low-interest loan from the Community
laundry facilities, and all primary rooms will be wired for digital
Development Block Grant.
accessibility. Construction
This financial picture is
specifications will qualify
just another example of
the homes for Energy
the creative weaving of
Star ratings, translating
multiple funding sources
into significant expense
(see home ownership
reductions for the tenants.
article).
The project is a win-win
ICCF is particularly
situation for all involved.
pleased to have contracted
The six units will be
with Ed DeVries and
available to families who
Ken VanDyke in this
make 50 percent or less of
development. DeVries
the area’s median income,
is co-owner of DeVries
and the neighborhood
Construction and a former
will be enhanced by the
ICCF Board member. Van
renovation of two severe
Dyke, project manager,
eyesores that have been
served as ICCF’s first
deteriorating because of
construction manager in
neglect and vandalism. The
1977.
ICCF homes will also make
a significant contribution
1131 Madison
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Construction News

Energy Star™ Certified
“ICCF has a great story to tell their clients,”
wrote Michael Holcomb from The Home Inspector
General, Inc. Holcomb is an independent home
inspector who is certified to perform energy audits
for building contractors and for prospective home
buyers. The audits are based on a rating system of 0-100 points,
formulated by the Environmental Protection Agency. While the
average new home today scores 80 points, homes need to score
86 out of a possible 100 points to be Energy Star™ certified.
It’s not an easy requirement. David deVelder, Manager of
Construction and Real Estate Development for ICCF, received a
letter from Holcomb last fall after he completed energy audits on
six ICCF homes.
“I am privileged to report that each house rated the Five Star
level, qualifying them as Energy Star™ certified.
“I took time during the field inspection to let the clients
know how special ICCF is in building these houses. The
clients were very excited to learn that you insulate with a
sustainable insulation that is healthier and better performing;
that mechanical ventilation systems are rare in homes under
$250,000; and that closed-combustion equipment is inherently
safer resulting in improved indoor air quality. I also told them

about the built-in equity they have by owning an
Energy Star™ house. . . .
“One resident indicated that her four-year-old
daughter suffers from asthma yet hasn’t had an
attack since moving into her new house (even
though Franklin Street was a dirt road during renovation). The
families were excited to learn that your energy package will
mean lower utility bills and were impressed with the social
responsibility of building a house that uses less energy and
creates less pollution. . . .
“What you do is special and your clients need to know. In
understanding the significant upgrades built into their houses, you
build an elevated sense of pride in their new home . . . increasing
the likelihood of long-term successful home ownership. ICCF is
doing the right thing when you don’t have to do the right thing,
which shows enormous corporate integrity. . . . Your organization
and the entire staff should be so proud of your mission and
performance.”
Holcomb underscored his assessment by volunteering to help
develop a homeownership training segment about the special
qualities and related maintenance responsibilities for Energy
Star™ homes. ICCF happily accepted his offer.

Hammer for Hope Benefits ICCF
ICCF recently received a check for
$84,500 from proceeds of the 2004
Hammer for Hope project. Project
sponsors Rockford Development Group,
Rockford Construction, and Roersma &
Wurn Builders built a 2,300-square-foot
home on a two-acre site in Rockford.
The project brought together more than
200 local businesses, organizations, and
individuals who generously donated
supplies, materials, labor, and funds to
complete the home. Proceeds from the
sale of the home were divided equally
among ICCF, the Grand Rapids Youth
Commonwealth, and North Kent Service
Center (see accompanying photo). ICCF
extends very special thanks to Rockford
Construction and Roersma & Wurn for
this extraordinary support!
(l. to r.) Bill Roersma, Bill Meconis, Jonathan Bradford, Ron Zoet, Tom Pearce.
Blueprints Winter 2005
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Home Ownership Program

HUD Grants $151,000 to ICCF
Under the able leadership of home ownership program
manager Sue Ortiz, ICCF submitted several funding proposals to
the federal Housing and Urban Development (HUD) department.
The proposals netted $151,000 in contract fees and grants for
ICCF, an amount much larger than HUD granted to the Michigan
State Housing Development Authority. The only agency in
Michigan to receive more federal funds provides services to six
states. Why did ICCF fare so well?
HUD is always looking to contract with agencies that have
proven track records in the housing services most needed.
Successful predatory lending counseling is currently a priority
with HUD. Through records and program reports, ICCF has
documented a 350 percent increase over the past two years
in its individual financial counseling. Pre-purchase mortgage
counseling, credit remediation, and predatory lending counseling
accounted for 915 counseling sessions with home ownership
staff members in fiscal year 2004. The success of homeowners
who complete ICCF’s home ownership education program and
the number of lending agencies that require mortgage applicants

to attend ICCF’s program testify to its effectiveness. Some grant
funds to ICCF were provided for home ownership education
classes, and some were designated specifically for predatory
lending counseling.
Recent administrative directives to HUD included instruction
to look positively at faith-based agencies with effective housing
programs. Government funding cannot support agencies that
screen or discriminate against program applicants on the basis
of race, gender, or religion. But, at the same time, agencies need
not deny their religious foundation or compromise their faithmotivated programs. ICCF is the oldest faith-based affordable
housing corporation in the state of Michigan. Its 30 years of
success are a result, in part, of ICCF’s intricate weaving of
public and private funding, federal and state monies, foundation
and corporate grants, church and individual gifts. The record of
charitable gifts to ICCF assures public funders that the import of
their monies will be increased. ICCF’s impact on communities
has earned respect from HUD and from other funders at all
levels.

ICCF Partners with Local Employers
A new position, supported by other recent funding, is ICCF’s
Employer Assisted Housing (EAH) Consultant. As consultant,
Danell Merren will oversee the EAH program that ICCF
coordinates with Butterball Farms and Cascade Engineering.
Contracts with two other local employers are under discussion.
The employers’ goal is to help employees achieve home
ownership. Utilizing ICCF services, they provide home ownership

classes and financial counseling for their employees. Employer
financial contributions to an employee savings account are
optional. The program improves employee retention for employers
and expedites home ownership for employees. ICCF provides
a bridge of support necessary for successful home ownership.
Merren will work to expand the program with additional
employers and will market ICCF’s home inspection services.

Providence Home Mortgage Update
Providence Home Mortgage has been open for business now
for just over a year. CEO Dave Rozendal reports, “The response
has been remarkable; we have been able to serve many individuals
with their home financing needs. Our staff
is also growing. We welcomed Todd Hoek
as a loan originator on November 1, 2004,
and he has been a most helpful addition.
We are continuing to build relationships
with individuals and companies that can
help us provide the best possible options
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for our borrowers. Most recently we have added the MSHDA
loan products to our offerings. This is a great loan option for
many folks looking to purchase a home.” Providence serves both
the conforming and the non-conforming
borrower with conventional mortgages,
FHA mortgages, and MSHDA products.
We urge any readers who are in the
market for a new home to give Providence a
call at 954-3930. They would be honored to
help you with your needs.
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Family Haven News

Holidays in Review — God’s Love in Action

Adopt-A-Family Program
An outpouring of new clothes,
toys, and household items were
showered on a record high of 52
families adopted by 22 sponsors
in the Adopt-a-Family 2004
program. In addition to individual
sponsors, group sponsors included
New Apostolic Church, Ada
Bible Church, Woodlawn CRC,
Kelloggsville CRC, Thornapple
Evangelical Covenant Church,
Evergreen Ministries, Immaculate

Heart of Mary RCC, St. Thomas School,
Zinser School, Alpha Phi Omega, and
Mothers and More. Our deepest thanks to
each and every one of you!
In many cases the adoptions lead to
further relationships. A mother and son
were moved to cook Christmas Eve dinner
for the family they adopted. When an ICCF
family with eight children was adopted
by Ada Bible Church, a church member
offered the unemployed father a job in his
family business. Another couple noted the
lack of furniture in a home they visited
and provided an ICCF family with several
pieces of furniture. Yet another sponsor adopted an ICCF single
mom and her son. In addition to supplying Christmas gifts, the
sponsor offered to provide a used car for the woman to facilitate
employment, and the sponsor has also committed to including her
son in activities with his children throughout the next year.
These stories of God’s love in action touch the hearts of ICCF
staff and participant families.
Listen to one response:
“I am writing on behalf of all
the tenants and families of ICCF.
We would like to say thankyou very much for making our
children’s Christmas better this
year. It’s very nice to know that
people can take time out of their
lives to make the Christmas of
others more joyful. God bless
all of you and thank you so very
much . . . from our hearts to
yours.” —Briceia Baez

Family Haven Prayer Request

House Sales Update

Thanksgiving Blessings
ICCF Haven staff members were
delighted to receive Ada Bible Church’s
delivery of wish-list items to restock supplies
at Family Haven. Generosity blessed many
families when LaGrave Avenue CRC
provided 60 Thanksgiving food baskets
for ICCF families and offered discounted
shopping at their Christmas store for families
in need.
ICCF Family Christmas Party
Noisy and excited children crowded the
halls at ICCF’s Housing Opportunity Center,
515 Jefferson Avenue SE, on December 8. They eagerly moved
from the game room to the craft room at the annual ICCF Family
Christmas Party. Evergreen Ministries volunteers served dinner
and facilitated photos with Santa, games, crafts, and cookie
decorating. Approximately 150 ICCF guests joined in the fun (see
photos).

George Jeffries, caseworker at the Haven, has been out of work
since before Thanksgiving. He has spent most of that time in the
hospital with three major emergency surgeries. Not yet 30, George
is suffering from a liver disease and kidney cancer. He had one
kidney removed and remains in vulnerable health. Recovery will
take several weeks. Other staff have taken on additional hours,
and temporary help has been hired to cover George’s shifts, but
everyone is eager for him to come back. Please pray with ICCF
staff, board, and families for his full recovery and return to work.
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The last issue of Blueprints listed reconstructed homes for sale
by ICCF. We are happy to report that the homes at 729 Lynch
Street SW and 441 Crescent Street SE have been sold. We are also
pleased that the home at 117 Haifley Street SE, reconstructed by
volunteers from LaGrave Avenue CRC, is now occupied.

Annual Report Correction
We apologize to the following donors whose names were
unintentionally omitted from the donor list: John and Patty
LaGrand, LaGrave CRC, Lakeside CRC, and Ardene Lambers.
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Church Partnerships Multiplying
ICCF has been blessed with several church
partnerships for the coming year. Cascade
Fellowship CRC has committed to help construct
a new home on Logan Street SE. A groundbreaking ceremony took place in November, and
framing began in January (see photo).
Holy Cross Episcopal Church and Ada Bible
Church are combining efforts to help construct
another new home on Euclid Avenue SE. A
ground-breaking event is scheduled for March,
with framing to follow in April.
Plymouth Heights CRC will also be helping
to construct a new home in the North Baxter
area. Their work will begin this summer and
incorporate their SERVE team.
The three homes mentioned above are among
ten new homes ICCF will build in the North
Baxter neighborhood. ICCF’s efforts are just
one part of a comprehensive revitalization effort

in this neighborhood. With coordination by the
Baxter Neighborhood Association, ICCF, the City
of Grand Rapids, a private developer, Habitat
for Humanity, and the “Get the Lead Out” leadabatement program, this neighborhood will
transform within the next two years.
Work continues in other neighborhoods as
well. LaGrave Avenue CRC recently completed
a house and plans to continue the partnership
by planting a community garden this spring.
It will be located on the empty lot next to the
home volunteers helped reconstruct at 117
Haifley Street SE. Calvin CRC has committed to
constructing a storage shed at one of the Franklin
Neighborhood homes.
A few other partnerships are under discussion,
and inquiries are welcome. Any interested
churches should contact Lori Fedewa at 8311205, ext. 116.

Volunteers Invited to Dinner and a Movie
In fiscal year 2004, 1,019 volunteers provided
ICCF with 3,592 hours of free labor. ICCF would
like to show appreciation for this awesome
generosity with a recognition event. Volunteers
and their families are invited to a pizza party
and special showing of the movie “Uncle Nino”
7

at Celebration Cinema on Thursday, Feb. 24. The
event begins 5:30 p.m., with the movie scheduled
at 7:00 p.m. Special Appearance by Uncle Nino
(Pierrino Mascarino). Volunteers can reserve
their tickets by calling Lori Fedewa no later than
Friday, Feb. 18, at 831-1205, ext. 116.
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Wish List for Family Haven
Food: bundles of food including breakfast, lunch,
and dinner foods (non-perishable, stove-top
only), cereal, canned soups, peanut butter
and jelly, pastas, pasta sauces, tuna fish, and
condiments

Kitchen supplies: paper plates/cups, dishcloths,

Thank you for supporting Family Haven with your donations. Items
from this list may be delivered to Family Haven between 8:00 a.m.
and 12:00 a.m. The staff will assit you with unloading. Donations are
tax-deductible. Documentation of your contribution will be provided to
you. Call to make arrangements for large item pick up.
701 Prospect SE • 247-4949

dishtowels, paper towels, and napkins,
cleaning supplies (Pinesol, Ajax, bleach, toilet cleaner),
5 brooms and dust pans, 5 mops and buckets, laundry
detergent, 5 telephones, one per apartment

Bathroom supplies: bathroom towels (wash cloths, bath
towels, hand towels), toiletries (toothpaste/toothbrushes,
hairbrushes/combs, soap, shampoos, toilet paper, shaving
cream, razors, diapers of all sizes), feminine products,
first-aid supplies, and disposable toilet brushes

Bedroom supplies: blankets, pillow cases, linens
(double/single), pillows, 7 large storage containers (for
Christmas-tree storage)

Baby equipment/supplies: strollers, high chairs, car
carriers, toddler car seats, formula, baby food, baby
cereal, diapers (size 2, 3, 4, and pull-ups), wipes, toddler
table and chairs, toy chest

Clothes: coats, hats, mittens, and gloves (all sizes)
Gift certificates: Meijer gift cards
Office equipment: Fax machine for Family Haven (Toshiba
TF 601 preferred)

Miscellaneous: portable DVD player with monitor for
presentations

ICCF exists because of the generosity of individuals, businesses, churches, and foundations.
There are many ways you can support ICCF’s housing ministry — financial gifts, gifts of stocks, gifts of real estate, bequests, materials and time.
We are very grateful for our faithful partners and ask that you continue to help make places for families to come home to. Thank you.

ICC F
816 Madison SE Grand Rapids, Michigan 49507
phone (616) 336-9333 • fax (616) 243-9911
website: www.iccf.org

Making places to come home to.
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