
We are delighted to tell you that 
the large community garden grow-
ing on property owned by ICCF at 
417-429 Sheldon SE is doing very 
well. Wanting to use the land wisely 
while it is not yet under construction, 
ICCF offered space for a community 
garden to the Heartside Gardeners, 
part of the Heartside Downtown 
Neighborhood Association. The ef-
fort has been organized by Debbie 
Albert, a longtime gardening volunteer in the Heartside area. She 
enthusiastically reports the following news about the project.

“I usually have about 11 or 12 peo-
ple working with me weekly in two-
hour sessions early in the morning. 
One of the men at the Greenhouse 
at the Veterans Home offered to pur-
chase sprinkling equipment for the 
garden. I was so amazed by his gen-
erous offer. God is good!

Also … all of our plants have 
been donated. … We have planted 
180 tomato plants, peppers, kale, 

cauliflower, cabbage, zucchini, butternut squash, patty pan squash, 
peas, collards, turnips, radishes, okra, swiss chard, cucumbers, 
beans, and beets. We are growing things organically.

Some of the volunteers live at the missions (Mel Trotter/Guiding 
Light/ Dégagé, etc.) and they are thankful to have something to do 
during the day for a few hours. They will sometimes drop by to 
water or weed or just to sit in the back of the garden and enjoy the 
peace under the shade of the tree. Anyone who works in the garden 
may pick from the garden when they are hungry or want to have 
something fresh for their own mealtime at their own place.

ICCF is allowing Heartside Gardeners to use their property for 
the garden and has made water available from one of the houses 
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On November 10, 2009, ICCF is celebrating its 35th anniversary 
and its completion of 500 homes. God has blessed the work of ICCF 
tremendously over the past 35 years. We will take this occasion to 
reflect with gratitude on our history and on the lives of families that 
God has transformed through ICCF.

We will host a dinner in the Ambassador Ballroom at the Amway 
Grand Plaza Hotel with special guest speaker Chris Gardner. If you 
saw the movie The Pursuit of Happyness with Will Smith in the role 
of a homeless father who persevered to become a wildly successful 
businessman, you know something about the life of Chris Gardner. 
Gardner will be offering inspiration from his new book Start Where 
You Are: Life Lessons in Getting from Where You Are to Where You 
Want to Be. (This sounds like a lesson ICCF teaches families about 
housing all the time.)

Gardner is a Christian and a philanthropist who scatters many 
references to Scripture and his own faith throughout the life lessons 
he shares in his book. He insists that “money is the least significant 
component of wealth.” He suggests that the assets of time, passion, 
focus, persistence, a professional work ethic, character, discipline, 
resilience, kindness, humor, flexibility, a unique point of view, a 
million-dollar smile, the power of observation, and good listening 
skills can all be more valuable resources than money. “We should 
never confuse our self-worth with our net worth.”

Come celebrate with us! Table sponsorships are available at three 
levels: $5,000, $2,500, and $1,000. Any seats not taken by sponsors 
will be open to individuals for $125. To sponsor a table or to pur-
chase individual tickets, contact the Advancement Office (336-9333) 
or e-mail abush@iccf.org.



While visiting in New Jersey a couple of 
years ago I had a chance to see the house 
in which our family lived during most of 
my elementary school years. It was wonder-
ful to visit that house and its big back yard 
and the woods behind it. My Dad had a 
vegetable garden at that house. While it was 
clearly my Dad’s, all five Bradford kids had 
responsibilities in that garden. It seemed 

like the weeds would never stop and the sprinkler always had to be 
moved yet another time. Maybe that is why to my eight or nine year 
old eyes it seemed as big as a farm! 

Only as I got older did I come to understand that there was much 
more to that garden than the peppers, tomatoes, corn and cucumbers 
that showed up on our table. It has been said that you can bury a lot 
of troubles by digging in the dirt. I have an idea that something like 
that was going on for my Dad. Not just troubles, that garden was 
where he could get away; it was the place where he was in control, 
as long as we kept the weeds down! He had no other hobbies so the 
long alternating rows of vegetables came to be like different paint-
ings that my Dad and God together created every year. 

Gardens have always been places of life and growth. They pro-
vide beauty and they provide food. Through them we can often help 
others; and sometimes they provide a way to earn income. You know 
what I mean because you too have benefited from gardens, whether 
from your own or the friend who planted too many zucchini plants. 
There are three other gardens discussed in this issue. Just as my Dad 

did over 50 years ago, many ICCF friends are using these gardens as 
places of retreat; they are places of safety, of health and of creativity.

These are difficult times for many of our friends here in Grand 
Rapids. Challenges to health and safety or threats to one’s ability to 
earn a basic living seem to have overcome more in our community 
than any of us at ICCF can remember. It’s good then that there are 
gardens to which our friends can retreat. When the residents of the 
Heartside community visit the garden they have on ICCF property 
in the 400 block of Sheldon SE and pick up a hoe, or better yet 
sit right down on the dirt to pull weeds, they are in control. When 
they produce good food for themselves and others, the pains of life 
are replaced with the pride of accomplishment. They are burying 
troubles and harvesting hope. 

For over 35 years now this has been the vision of ICCF. In part we 
learned our vision from Jeremiah who carried a message to God’s 
people who felt the pain of being exiled from Jerusalem: “Build 
houses, plant gardens and eat what they produce…Also seek the 
peace and prosperity of the city…Pray to the Lord for it, because 
if it prospers you too will prosper.” Do it please: pray with me to 
the Lord for Grand Rapids. This entire city is his garden, and we 
know that he has a plan for it. Pray with me that the Gardener will 
keep our backs strong as we do his work realizing his plans for 

“hope and a future” for all in 
our community. 

Shalom!

Harvesting Hope

Jonathan Bradford
CEO
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How does your garden grow? 
(continued from page 1)

A Memorial Garden and the Lasting Impact of Our Work 
This summer we reconnected with an ICCF family through Jenny Callahan, who vol-

unteers in our Finance Department. One of Calahan’s staff members at GE Aviation died 
unexpectedly. Her name was Ella Ward. In conversation with Ward’s family, Calahan 
discovered that ICCF built a house for Ella in 1990 and that her adult daughter Trista 
Perkins still lives there.

A few ICCF staff reached out to 
Trista in the weeks following her 
mother’s death to express sympathy 
on behalf of ICCF. On July 20 the 
staff honored Ella Ward by dedicating 
a small garden in her home’s back-
yard donated by ICCF and GE. It is 
a peaceful spot that invites reflection. 
We thank Deb Armstrong and Joseph 
Cebelak for being the hands and feet 
of Jesus to Trista in her time of sorrow 
and for organizing this special tribute. 
It is evidence of the fact that ICCF is 
committed long-term to the people it 
has served over many years.

they own next to the garden. This may not 
seem like much, but it is a huge gift they 
have provided for the people in the area this 
summer. People tell me all the time how 
beautiful the garden is. They also tell me 
they are learning: As one watches a plant 
grow, there is anticipation and then hope. 
I cannot stress enough how appreciative and 
how much people LOVE the garden and see-
ing things grow. I am very thankful to ICCF 
and to David deVelder (ICCF Director, Real 
Estate Development and Management) for 
this amazing opportunity.”

Note: Debbie Albert has been gardening 
with people in the Heartside Area for five 
years and is employed in the Greenhouse 
at the Grand Rapids Home for Veterans. 
She is an Advanced Master Gardener with 
Kent MSU and a member of the Michigan 
Horticultural Therapy Board.



Real Estate Development and Management News

The Real Estate Development and Management di-
vision has increased reconstruction work with fore-
closed homes. They completed four Housing and 
Urban Development foreclosed homes this summer 
and were the first agency/contractor in Grand Rapids to 
close on foreclosed homes through the Neighborhood 
Stabilization Program. They continue to look for pro-
spective purchases in the city and in the county.

This summer ICCF partnered with two other non-
profit programs for the upkeep of ICCF properties. We 
hired participants from the Building Bridges collab-
orative program and from Jubilee Jobs. The Building 
Bridges collaborative program was initiated in 2007 in an effort 
to employ youths involved with the criminal justice system and on 
probation who had impediments to mainstream employment. Eight 
youths were employed through the Federal Workforce Investment 
Act in collaboration with the Grand Rapids Public Schools Youth 
Program and Goodwill Industries. Additional partners were 
the 17th Circuit Court Probation Department, Eastern Avenue 
Christian Reformed Church, Madison Square Church, and Bethany 
Christian Services Life Skills Program. 

This summer approximately 25 youths, 4 team leaders, and 
a site supervisor were hired. The program maintained 50 lo-
cal foreclosed and vacant properties owned by ICCF mainly in 
the Southeast area. In addition to working three days a week, the 

youths also participated in ministry opportunities, personal and 
professional growth workshops, and learning groups. 

ICCF also continued its involvement with Jubilee Jobs. Jubilee 
Jobs seeks to empower unemployed and economically underde-
veloped individuals toward self-sufficiency and works particularly 
with ex-offenders. Many of these individuals are trapped by not 
enough education, not enough proven work history, not enough 
skill, not enough time since their last incarceration, and not enough 
money to weather the storm when there is not enough. Jubilee Jobs 
and ICCF join them on a journey toward economic self-sufficiency, 
emotional healing, and spiritual renewal. This summer the Jubilee 
Jobs crew helped ICCF with landscaping, painting, and light con-
struction work.
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ICCF Holds Media Event to Announce LEED Certification

REDM and Building Bridges

ICCF formally announced on May 27 that the U.S. Green 
Building Council concluded their review of ICCF’s application for 
LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) certifi-
cation and awarded ICCF the GOLD level. In recognition of the 
award, an official plaque has been affixed to the building near the 
entry doors.

Jonathan Bradford asserts, “As a Christian ministry, we have a 
particular calling to set high standards in all aspects of building 
design, maintenance, and operation. That is what ICCF has done 
here at 920 Cherry. Certification by the USGBC is the primary 
standard by which such matters are measured and recognized.”

Achieving GOLD level with a new structure is not uncommon. 
But to achieve GOLD level with a historic restoration project is re-
markable. ICCF is the first historic restoration project in Michigan 
to receive such recognition. We hope that our example results in 
other non-profits making similar choices. 

“The recent LEED certification of ICCF’s corporate headquar-
ters is a huge accomplishment for the team, ICCF, Cornerstone 
Architects, and Rockford Construction. It was an honor to be in-
volved in not only constructing a sustainable building but also in 
helping solidify and strengthen a mission of sustainability and of 
social and environmental awareness and a sense of who we are as 
urban core revitalists in Grand Rapids,” noted Rockford President/
CEO Mike VanGessel. 

L to R: Mayor George Heartwell; Jeff Clark [hidden behind Mayor], presi-
dent of ICCF Board of Directors; Jonathan Bradford; Norm Noordeloos, 
Senior Vice President of Business Development, Rockford Construction.

Building Bridges crew



On Sunday, May 3, the 
Calvary Christian Reformed 
Church in Lowell hosted a 
blessing ceremony for three 
houses built in partnership with 
ICCF. The house construction 
was underwritten in large part 
by Kent County Home Funds 
from the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban 
Development. Additional funds 
were provided by Calvary 
Church and St. Mary’s Roman 
Catholic Church of Lowell. 

While ICCF provided site 
supervision for the volunteer 
labor, Calvary member and 
builder Wayne Scheeringa 
was instrumental in set-
ting up contractors and 
volunteers to work on the 
project. All three homes 
are close to the fairgrounds 
and the Stony Lakeside 
Park on the river. Each 
of the raised-ranch style 
homes has 3 bedrooms 
and 21/2 baths with an av-
erage of 1,500 square feet. They are constructed to Energy Star 
and Green Built Michigan standards. The blessing ceremony 

celebrated the completion of work begun last fall. By September 1 
only one of the homes was still available for purchase. 
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Lowell Church Celebrates Completion of Three New Homes
Jonathan Bradford speaks at the house blessing in Lowell.

Randy Meyer, Don Fredricks, and Wayne Scheeringa

Jonathan Bradford 
presents a Bible to 
the new homeowner.

“Don’t go. Don’t leave me,” a small boy pleaded with Brian 
Bradford.

In summer 2009 Brian Bradford, a student at Forest Hills 
Central High School, came to Family Haven. While there he land-
scaped, cleaned apartments, did maintenance work and played 
with children whose families were residents at Family Haven. It 
was a transformational experience for him to see families so close 
to his own home who had none of the things he takes for granted 
in his life. “It’s a struggle to know that not everyone has things as 
good as I do.”

Ten years ago the Thornapple Evangelical Covenant Church 
initiated the Glenn VanNoord Student Urban Ministries Program. 
Each year young adults apply for a modest stipend to participate in 
a local urban ministry and each summer ICCF has been privileged 

to have a young person serve at Family Haven. Bradford was the 
intern this year.

Regarding the youths who participate, Family Haven manag-
er Deb Armstrong asserts, “They know in a place like this that 
God is needed every day…They figure out why they’re here, how 
blessed they are, how their mom and dad take on a different mean-
ing and how their lives take on a different meaning.”

Bradford befriended several small boys this summer. His last 
week there, he told Armstrong that the hardest thing for him to do 
was to leave them. One child in particular followed him around 
all week crying, “Don’t go. Don’t leave me.” Bradford found a 
solution. He made a decision to join the Big Brother program and 
continue his commitment to the boy as his “Big Brother.”

(Note: Brian Bradford is not related to CEO Jonathan Bradford)

Family Haven Benefits from Urban Ministry Program
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Director Sue Ortiz is grateful that recent grants have provided 
for two new foreclosure counselors with one-year appointments. 
They will begin in September and attend training offered by the 
Neighborhood Works program. Their presence will help to alle-
viate the pressure felt by our homeownership counselors, whose 
normal responsibilities have been overwhelmed with foreclosure 
counseling work.

Jody Netti reports that registration in the Introduction to 
Homeownership class has increased since Spring 2009. In fact, 
Netti registered 54 persons for the June series.

This reflects a more hopeful outlook among prospective home-
owners and bodes well for home maintenance/home management 
and financial management classes, since most participants in 
those classes are intro series graduates. Mary Ayers reports that 
she had 26 students in one of her summer series of financial man-
agement classes.

Elzie Honicutt has seen a steady stream of asset purchase 
closings among the participants in our Individual Development 
Account (IDA) program. This summer alone there have been 
purchases totaling $990,000. While most closings are on home 
purchases, Elzie has also seen business and education loans made 
with IDA funds. This is another indication of the positive impact 
that ICCF work has on local families.

The state of Michigan publishes a rating every month on the 
agencies that receive funding for the Housing Choice Voucher 
(HCV) program. Due to some internal issues ICCF struggled for 
about six months with a low rating. (Rating options are low-mod-
erate-high performance and are based on the accuracy of one’s 
paperwork). But since Amanda Worst took on administrative re-
sponsibility for the program, ICCF’s ratings have markedly im-
proved, and we achieved high performance for four out of the past 
five months. Worst reports that ICCF is making every effort to 
connect HCV families with the Family Self-Sufficiency program 
that we oversee in Allegan, Barry, Ionia, and Kent counties. She 
is happy for the recent addition of a new HCV assistant, Stacey 
Nagelkirk (see new staff).

Sireece Martin is responsible for matching home buyers with 
ICCF houses. At the August staff meeting she informed us that in 
addition to finding buyers for two of the three homes in Lowell, 
she was also scheduling two other house closings in Grand Rapids. 
She had a third mortgage in process as well as two prospective 
owners committed to purchasing two of the HUD foreclosed 
homes that ICCF renovated. One prospective HUD homeowner is 
a longtime ICCF rental resident. It is rewarding to the staff to see 
her move forward into home ownership.

A Grassroots Garden Grows on Sycamore Behind Family Haven 

Highlights

“The old has passed away; the new has come” 
(2 Cor. 5:17). We apply this Scripture at ICCF in 
many ways. If you drive past Family Haven on 
Sycamore Street, you will see how Deb Armstrong 
put this principle into action with the help of neigh-
bors and friends. A wooded area existed behind 
Family Haven that backed up to the yards of homes 
on Lafayette Street one block west of Prospect. It 
was always littered with beer cans and empty li-
quor bottles among other items dumped there. Both an eyesore and 
unsafe, it attracted negative activities, and Deb Armstrong wanted 
to do something about it. She talked with Tim Bracey, a neighbor 
across Sycamore who had recently landscaped his large side yard. 
He, too, was tired of looking at the unkempt wooded area behind 
the Haven. Armstrong began making calls for volunteer help and 
products. In a few weeks the space was transformed. Dead and 
unwanted trees were removed. Garbage, including a buried water 
heater, was hauled away. Earthmoving equipment evened out the 
bumpy ground. Bracey directed the efforts of youthful workers 
from Project Cool, Goodwill, and Jubilee Jobs as they groomed 

the site. Armstrong solicited perennials from ICCF supporters, 
found a concrete company to install some pathways, and secured 
some benches. While the plantings will take time to mature, the 
neighbors and the police are grateful for the attractive garden and 
the safety it adds to the neighborhood. The donations of material 
and labor that Armstrong garnered made the project possible. We 
want to thank Tim Vander Kodde of Vander Kodde Construction 
for excavation work, Steve Krogfen of the Grand Rapids Parks and 
Recreation Department for benches and black dirt, Phil Geurink 
and his sons, Ross and Todd, of Pioneer Construction for the ce-
ment work, and Gray’s Maintenance for waste removal.

Housing and Family Services Check our website www.iccf.org for class schedules.

Cleaning out brush Concrete done, watering plants
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The Story of ICCF in Stained Glass

Way More Than Just Office Work

Recent Promotional Events

News from Advancement

Kregel Parable Christian Stores has a program to promote local 
charities. The stores carry red book bags, and staff encourage cus-
tomers to take their book bags all over the world and photograph 
it in distant places. In the stores they have monitors that broadcast 
the photos, headlined by the question “Where has your bag been 
today?” Jim Kregel invited us to take photos of the red book bag 
at ICCF and offered to display a photo with the ICCF logo on store 
monitors for the month of September to raise awareness of our 
ministry. When you visit a Kregel Parable store in September, look 
for ICCF on the monitor.

CAR Promotion: On June 20, 
Community Automotive Repair donated 
proceeds of oil changes and car washes 
to ICCF’s Family Haven. Dick Zaagman, 
owner of Community Automotive Repair, 
hosted the event because he wanted to give 
back to the community he’s received from, 
participated in, and lived in. Zaagman’s 
staff was also enthusiastic about partici-
pating in the Saturday event. A crew from 

100.5 FM “The River” station was on hand to publicize the unique 
fundraiser. Why support Family Haven? In this economy, a family 
may have owned their home for 20 years, lost their job, and gone 
into foreclosure. “It’s a needed ministry in times when families are 
scraping to get by,” says Family Haven Manager Deb Armstrong. 
“We help people go through rough days and give them hope. 
Homeless people live off hope every day.”

Celebration! Cinema Partnership: We would like to thank 
John Loeks for a unique partnership that ICCF has with the local 
Celebration! theatres through October. We have coupons to distrib-
ute to our friends and supporters who enjoy going to movies. When 
the coupons are presented at the box office at the time of a ticket 
purchase, 50 percent of the ticket purchase price will be gifted to 
ICCF from the theatre. The coupon is good for an unlimited num-
ber of tickets purchased in one visit. Currently we are distributing 
the coupons on our trolley tours, enclosing them with thank-you 
notes, and giving them to some of our supporting churches. We 
have a supply of coupons in our office too. So if you, your friends, 
your church, or your youth group would like to support ICCF while 
going to the movies, give us a call in Advancement at 336-9333.

Judy Apol, a local stained glass artist, donated a unique gift to 
ICCF that has been permanently installed in the skylight on the 
fourth floor at 920 Cherry. Judy created five differently-shaped 
stained glass panels that tell the story of ICCF. She is a member of 
Eastern Ave. Christian Reformed Church where ICCF originated 
and she wanted to make a special contribution to our ministry. 

In her accompanying commentary she explains that liturgi-
cal colors represent ICCF’s beginnings in a church and the Holy 
Spirit is represented by lines of bevels, glass beads and nuggets. 
Stones represent basic building materials and coins represent fund-
ing needed to accomplish construction. Throughout the panels en-
closed in custom wood frames, the Spirit is seen interacting with 
people as they live and work. The fifth panel frame is not closed, 

reminding us that God is not finished with us or with the work of 
ICCF. This panel also incorporates what the Lord requires of us in 
Micah 6:8—to act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with God.

As the sun moves throughout the day, the patterns of color in 
the panels also move the length of the fourth floor foyer. Staff and 
visitor alike can walk in the light. It is wonderful to have the ICCF 
story articulated in this creative way. Any visitor to the building 
who may be unfamiliar with the origin or faith-based goals of the 
organization can learn about ICCF in viewing the panels and the 
commentary. 

ICCF is deeply grateful to Judy for her gift and to Ken Westveer 
for crafting the custom frames. A dedication service is planned for 
later this fall.

Deb Armstrong with a 
marketing sign

Housing and Family Services has benefited from the efforts of 
several young adults who have either volunteered or worked as tem-
porary staff in the office. Their experience gives them empathy for 
local families and for ICCF staff.

Jayk spent the summer doing intake interviews on the phone 
for foreclosure counselors. He said, “I don’t know how you can 
keep doing this work. It is so exhausting. You hear so many sad 
stories.”

Ashley helped with a variety of tasks. She reported, “The first 
few days were quite trying, putting stickers on countless envelopes 
and making labels…not my idea of fun, but recently, I have come to 
realize that this job is way more than just office work. One girl ap-
plying for housing wrote us a letter that goes:

‘I’m sending you what I can to get the ball rolling. I’m hopeful 
of this opportunity to help me get more secure with the kids. Since 
I left their dad a year and a half ago we have been in basements and 
with friends, and now a 2-bedroom apartment that we share. I share 
a room with my oldest daughter and youngest, and the two boys 
share a room. And now that their dad went to jail, I was so stressing 
out. This has come as an answer to prayer. Please, please, please find 
that we are able to receive this. Thank you.’

And a man applies for housing listing his current address as un-
der something street bridge.

I get teary eyed reading these things, and I am so happy to be do-
ing all I can to get these people somewhere to live … this has been 
an amazing experience, and thank you for letting me be a part of it.”



Cindy Dreyer has enlisted the help of 
her fellow Master Gardeners and other 
volunteers to care for the gardens in front 
of 920 Cherry. From mid-August to early 
September, more than 75 hours of labor 
were invested in the garden. The weeds 
were pulled, flowers were dead headed, 
edges were cleaned up, and new plants (do-
nations of begonias, chrysanthemums and 
sedum) were installed. Weather conditions, 
hot or cold, sunny or rainy, did not interfere 
with the hard work. The result is spectacu-
lar and we invite you to come and see it for 
yourself.
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In August ICCF welcomed Cindy 
Dreyer to the role of Coordinator 
of Volunteer Services. A longtime 
ICCF volunteer, Dreyer is a photog-
rapher and a Master Gardener. Her 
past employers include Gordon Food 
Service and Mel Trotter Ministries. 
A graduate of Kenowa Hills High 
School and Grand Rapids Community College, Dreyer enjoys reading, gardening, photography, interior 
design, walking her dogs, and hanging out with friends. She reports, “Everyone here is so friendly and 
willing to help me learn my new role. Of course, the building is amazing.” She hopes to utilize her orga-
nizational skills and her computer skills at ICCF. Call her 336-9333, ext. 412, to volunteer your services!

Regina Davis is ICCF’s new Housing Resource Specialist. Prior to coming to ICCF in March, Davis 
worked at the Fair Housing Center of West Michigan for ten years. She was the Enforcement Director 
serving as an advocate for civil rights. Davis has four children ranging from ages 7 to 17. In her “spare” 
time (what mother of four has any time to spare?) she enjoys reading novels. What she likes about her job 
at ICCF is the opportunity to work with families within our community. “Setting goals and supporting 
the families as they achieve their goals has been extraordinarily rewarding,” she says. 

Stacey Nagelkirk joined the ICCF team as HCV (Housing Choice Voucher) Assistant in August after 
previous employment at St. John’s Home and at Restorers. She is a graduate of South Christian High School 
and Calvin College, and was married to Joel Nagelkirk in June 2009. She loves outdoor activities, including 
running, hiking, and biking. What she likes about working at ICCF is “the opportunity to empower others 
to achieve the best life possible for themselves.” Nagelkirk aims to bring energy to her colleagues and a 
sense of hope to the families she serves.

ICCF Staff News
Stacey, Regina, and Cindy

The gardens at ICCF

WRITE US IN Firehouse Sold
Remember that you can 

designate your United Way 
donation to help support ICCF.

In the box entitled Specific 
Care on the pledge form 

you can name ICCF as your 
charity of choice.

We are very happy to report that ICCF’s former administra-
tion building at 816 Madison SE was sold this summer to Camp 
Tall Turf. With its proximity to the Gerald R. Ford Middle School 
building, the firehouse will be a wonderful location for Tall Turf 
to expand its summer camp ministry to a year-round after-school 
program. We are pleased to aid the growth of another faith-based 
non-profit through the sale of our building and are delighted for 
the positive impact their ministry will have on the community.

Volunteer News

VOLUNTEER NEEDS: Child Care Providers on Thursday nights 
from 5:30 p.m.–9:00 p.m. Contact Cindy at 336.9333 x412.
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Making places to come home to.

I C C F

ICCF exists because of the generosity of individuals, businesses, churches, and foundations. 
There are many ways you can support ICCF’s housing ministry — financial gifts, gifts of stocks, gifts of real estate, bequests, materials and time. 

We are very grateful for our faithful partners and ask that you continue to help make places for families to come home to. Thank you.

phone (616) 336-9333 • fax (616) 336-9323 • website: www.iccf.org

Inner City Christian Federation
920 Cherry Street SE
Grand Rapids
MI 49506

From July until April our 
building walls are graced with 
the vibrant colors and textures 
of a textile exhibit on loan 
from Howard and Roberta 
Ahmanson. There is a rich va-
riety and diversity of cultures 
present in the show: American 
quilts, Flemish lace, Hmong 
embroidery, Swedish hand-
bags, a Russian doll, Latin 
American molas, Irish celtic 
quilts and Welsh needlework. 
A wide variety of techniques is visible including batiks, stitch work, 
weaving and mixed media that combine painting with fabrics, and 
incorporate wood, beads, metal objects or photographs. Some of the 
images tell stories directly, others suggest stories or reflect emotions. 
As visitors view the exhibit, it is not uncommon for staff members to 
hear them express surprise or delight.

Members of the ICCF art committee are planning activities in 
connection with the exhibit that will be educational and that will 
engage the children of families we serve. The local chapter of the 
American Sewing Guild plans to meet here in January to take a tour 
of the exhibit and hopes to create a joint project with ICCF children.

During a recent visit to Grand Rapids Roberta Ahmanson talked 
about a number of the pieces in the exhibit. Many items were pur-
chased from members and friends of the Royal School of Needlework 

in London. Others were purchased during her global travels (like the 
Russian Doll purchased in 1991 at St. Petersburg) and some were 
purchased for designated rooms at a hotel in Perry Iowa to reflect 
the various ethnic populations that settled around Perry. An em-
broidered fleece vest from Hungary is 100 years old while the eight 
whimsical child-sized dolls are made by a contemporary artist with 
severe physical limitations. The stunning appliquéd quilt hanging at 
the back of the stage and entitled “My Jacobean Quilt” took seven 
years to complete and won the Grand Prize at the Iowa State Fair 
in 1999.

ICCF thanks Phil Schaafsma and Chris Overvoorde for organiz-
ing and hanging the show of 80 pieces. The textile exhibit is open 
for tours 9am – 4pm, Monday – Friday. Guided tours are available 
on Tuesday or Thursday by appointment by calling 336.9333 x410.

The Fabric of Our Lives


