
Making places to come home to.

Blueprints
According to the dictionary, 

pillars can be defined by 
appearance (column, freestanding 
vertical support) or by function 

(occupying a central or responsible position). At 920 Cherry Street 
SE the restored pillars of the D.A. Blodgett Home for Children 
will become a symbol for the important work of ICCF in the 
community. ICCF has been all about neighborhood restoration 
and renewal since its inception in 1974. The ever-increasing 
need for its quality services and programs requires a larger space 
for ICCF headquarters. To provide more opportunities for local 
families, ICCF purchased the building at 920 Cherry and has begun 
the process of restoring the facility to its original beauty. The $8 
million Pillars for Opportunity capital campaign was conducted 
quietly until a public unveiling of the project on April 27. Already 
at more than 75 percent of the goal, we are looking to our donors 
and the community at large to help us complete the project.

 When ICCF opened the Housing Opportunity Center at 515 
Jefferson in 1994, we had one social worker available to serve 
90-100 families a year in our rental and home ownership programs. 
Today we have eight fulltime staff who serve over 1,100 families 
in these programs. The three largest classroom spaces have 
maximum capacities of 12, 14, and 30 persons. Clearly our limited 
space hampers our services. The Cherry Street site will enhance 
our effectiveness in several ways. It will

• provide meeting rooms and learning centers of various sizes 
to accommodate multiple groups of various sizes.

• include a variety of interactive learning environments to 
meet the unique needs of adult learners.

• feature appropriate technology and educational aids to 
facilitate group and individual learning.

• increase staff efficiencies and 
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Pillars for Opportunity, an ICCF 
initiative for family and community

A Long Tradition of Community Care
 The building at 920 Cherry has a long tradition of serving the 
community. D.A. Blodgett Homes constructed an orphanage on 
the site in 1908 with a major gift from Mr. Delos A. Blodgett. 
It functioned as an orphanage until 1948 when the facility was 
donated to the Mary Free Bed Guild and used for rehabilitative 
medicine, particularly for polio survivors. Mary Free Bed 
vacated the site in 1976. Since then the building has had 
marginal use for 10 years and has been largely vacant for the 
past 20 years, falling 
into considerable 
disrepair. But a 
transformation is in 
progress that will 
renew the property's 
tradition of care 
and service to the 
community.

A diamond in the rough
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It has been well over a week since I was 
reminded to prepare some thoughts for this 
issue of Blueprints. Indeed I should have 
had it done by now, but the way I look at it, 
I had to write this column today. There has 
been an endless press of other tasks that took 
precedence over this thrice-annual task. But 
now it’s not a matter of priorities; it’s just that 
it is Sunday evening, Easter night, and what is 

on my mind is most distinctly only possible because of Easter.
About 14 years ago I got a note from a friend. I still have the 

note. It is a precious note, one that has many times encouraged 
me. In it my friend thanked us for building several duplexes 
along Jefferson Avenue near Franklin Street. She conveyed her 
appreciation because, for her, they stood as symbols of Christ’s 
resurrection. She had grown weary of seeing vacant, overgrown 
lots and abandoned and deteriorated houses there. Perhaps passing 
them twice each day reminded her too much of sin and brokenness. 
But now with our carefully designed duplexes giving several 
families a place to call home, they stood as reminders of our risen 
Lord. They were a physical, “in front of your nose” manifestation 
of hope conquering despair.

It is good to be reminded of Christ’s victory over death. But 
what does it mean to live within that gracious gift? What does 
it mean to be Easter people? Christ’s presence on earth was 
transformational. In coming to earth he brought shalom: healing, 
wholeness. He brought restoration. As the fulfillment of God’s 
promise, it was Christ’s very purpose to re-write the book, to 
transform a world broken by sin. His very presence in human form 
was a transformation. His conduct and the people with whom he 
chose to associate at every turn ran counter to the norms of the day. 
Easter people as well are to be in the transforming business.

On the front page of this issue we are announcing one of the 
biggest initiatives in the history of ICCF. The acquisition and 
reconstruction of the former D.A. Blodgett Home for Children 
portends a vast array of opportunities and benefits for the 
organization in its service to the families of our community. But, 
friends, in addition to serving the growing number of families 
with housing needs, there is a more basic reason for ICCF to take 
on this ambitious effort. Ninety-eight years ago the civic leaders 
of our community invested generously, even lavishly, in the 
welfare of homeless children. These vulnerable children were so 
highly valued that the Blodgett family and other generous donors 
directed that a noted architect from Chicago be retained to design 
a memorable home for them. I find it most remarkable that our 
fellow Grand Rapidians of a century ago, out of love and respect 
for the orphan, the “foundling,” and the infirmed child, spared no 
expense. Its grand double staircase, front porch, and three-story 
terra-cotta columns are matched with rich ornamentation at the 
corners and around windows and doors. With contrasting red and 

cream colors and its symmetry, this building, a home for orphans, 
was a visual feast for the beholder, resident, and passerby alike! 

They may not have fully understood what they were doing, but 
in presenting a visually pleasing building, these civic leaders were 
clearly creating shalom in the community. Tragically much of the 
beauty and aesthetic delight of the building at 920 Cherry was 
quite literally torn away in the 1950s. From 1976 to this year, the 
building was substantially underutilized and neglected; the crash 
of the wrecking ball was not far off. Unfortunately the passage of 
years and evolving social and economic forces of urban life came 
very close to severing our connection to the values and wisdom of 
those leaders. But it is not too late; we are willing to reclaim those 
values. The former orphanage at 920 Cherry can again shine as a 
gleaming testimony of the community’s care for people in need.

In a year the D.A. Blodgett Home for Children will be 
restored to the purpose originally intended. No longer will it 
harbor vandals or depress the neighborhood, it will be a place 
of hope and opportunity. No longer will it loom as a threatening 
and unpleasant visage, it will be a place of beauty, respect, and 
love. Just as ICCF’s houses have stood for more than 32 years as 
symbols of our Lord’s resurrection, 
the transformation of this building 
will stand forever as a sign 
that Christ’s shalom 
prevails today. 

Easter Values

Jonathan Bradford
CEO
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Campaign Goes Public in Media Event
 On April 27 ICCF invited the media to attend the public 
unveiling of the Pillars for Opportunity project. Brief tours of 
ICCF’s future home at 920 Cherry Street SE were offered before 
and after the formal program at 9:30 a.m. Speakers included 
Honorable Janet Haynes, President of the ICCF Board of Directors; 
Jonathan Bradford, ICCF CEO; Sam Cummings, President Second 
Story Properties; Jim Preston and Mike Van Gessel, co-chairs of 
the capital campaign; and Rosalynn Bliss, City Commissioner in 
the 2nd Ward, which encompasses the 920 Cherry site. In a unique 
and preemptive 
presentation, 
pillars were 
symbolically 
restored to a 
replica of the 
building.

Rosalynn Bliss 
addresses the 

audience.



Rental Program

 Porches on several of the ICCF rental duplexes built 15 
years ago are in need of repair. Volunteers from Innotech 
replaced railing spindles on March 29, and students from Grand 
Rapids Christian High School scraped railings on March 31 
in preparation for priming and painting that remains to be 
scheduled. There is plenty of porch work available to keep a 
number of groups busy. If this project on ICCF homes appeals 
to you, please contact Lori Fedewa at 831-1205, ext. 116, to 
volunteer your time.
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Porch Maintenance Unsolicited Praise
This is a letter from Lysandra F. to a colleague at her office who 
suggested she contact ICCF for help with finding an affordable 
apartment. Her colleague forwarded the letter to ICCF.

 “I just wanted to tell you what a STELLAR experience I had 
with ICCF. I needed to move into affordable housing and needed 
help getting things squared around in order for me to get a house. 
Well, Jody Lewis and Tim Doll went above and beyond to help 
me. There was a three-bedroom unit available for $500.00 plus 
gas and electric, and Jody gave excellent advice as to how to 
get my credit prepared for a house. They were so wonderful and 
kind. Jody listened and really cared about what I had to say and 
the situation I was in, and Tim was readily available to show me 
a couple of units and answered all my questions regarding the 
housing. I am glad that when agencies that are actually desig-
nated to help those who may be disadvantaged actually care to go 
above and beyond their call of duty and help with great care and 
concern for that individual, treating the person with dignity and 
respect and without being judgmental. So I thought that you may 
want to know how great that organization has been to me. Thanks 
for recommending it to me, as I am recommending it to others.” 

GRCHS 
volunteer 
Laura 
Bardolph

 Raising Roofs 2006 was held at 
Frederik Meijer Gardens and Sculpture 
Park on Thursday, March 16. The 
evening’s theme was Still Sowing … 
Still Growing after 32 years. In keeping 
with that theme, the event highlighted 
two of ICCF’s newer programs. 
Home Ownership Manager Sue Ortiz 
briefed the audience on the Employer-
Assisted Housing (EAH) program, and 
Providence Home Mortgage CEO Dave Rozendal underscored 
how any transaction through Providence Home Mortgage is a way 
to help support the ministry of ICCF. 

At 8:15 p.m. The Chenille Sisters took the 
stage to share their amazing harmony and 
hilarious lyrics. Songs about “turning into my 
parents” or behaving “hopelessly mid-western” 
or the “chemistry” of romance elicited so 
much laughter that one might have thought we 
engaged comedians rather than musicians for the 
evening. The humor continued as they invited 
audience member Mike Van Gessel, President 
of Rockford Construction Co. and former ICCF 

Board Member, to don sunglasses and a scarf and join them on 
stage to go “cruising” with them. Van Gessel obliged, entering 
fully into the spirit of the number—and brought the house down.

ICCF has purchased the building and is planning to consolidate 
its staff from current locations at 515 Jefferson and 816 Madison 
to the 920 Cherry site. Demolition has already removed the 
1950s additions from the front of the building, and a historical 
restoration to the original appearance has commenced. When 
completed with formal gardens facing Cherry Street, the site 
will look as it did in 1908. But the restored building will also be 
LEED certified, becoming a local learning center for energy and 

environmental stewardship and a role model for other non-profit 
organizations.
 Restored and reoccupied, the building will come “full circle” 
for the original donor, D.A. Blodgett. His vision of a wonderful 
“Home for Homeless Children” will be extended by ICCF’s 
service for homeless persons and inadequately housed families in 
Grand Rapids. The restored building will also be an icon of the 
transformational work ICCF does in the neighborhoods of our city.

A Long Tradition of Community Care (continued from page 1)

Raising Roofs 2006

Mike Van Gessel (c.) joins The Chenille Sisters



Construction News

 The construction department is very busy this year, focusing 
their work in the North Baxter neighborhood. The city made 
vacant lots available to non-profit and for-profit builders to 
transform the neighborhood with new homes. ICCF has 15 lots 
on which to place our affordable homes, and we are blessed 
with church partnerships for several homes. Church partnerships 
can provide ICCF with volunteers, skilled labor, materials, 
and funding, depending on their resources. This makes each 
partnership unique.

Four homes have been completed already: 

• Cascade Fellowship CRC partnered with us 
at 1050 Logan SE. The homeowner is Yaka Kamungi who 
is the Executive Director for the African Community Center 
of West Michigan.

• Holy Cross Episcopal Church and Ada Bible Church 
partnered with us at 447 Eureka SE. A house blessing was 
held November 19, 2005. Xochitl Carnejo and her three 
young children are happy to be living there.

• The house at 819 Logan was constructed through a partner-
ship with Eastern Avenue CRC and Plymouth Heights CRC. 

A house blessing was held March 18, and Kimberly Drake 
was showered with prayer and encouragement. The Drake 
family moved in two weeks later.

• The fourth home completed, 906 Sherman SE, did not 
involve a church partnership.

Seven more new homes are currently under construction:
• 1056 Logan SE
• 839 Bemis SE
• 1042 Logan SE
• 1035 Bemis SE
• 843 Sigsbee SE
• 838 Baxter SE
• 1139 Baxter SE 

St. Thomas 
Roman Catholic 
Church is 
partnering with 
us on this house 

Construction on four more houses is scheduled to begin soon:
• 1039 Bemis SE
• 1000 Baxter SE
• 840 Sigsbee SE
• 1045 Logan SE

 In addition to all the work in the North Baxter neighborhood, 
ICCF will be constructing three more new houses soon at 451 
Gilbert SE, 455 Gilbert SE., and 604 Jefferson SE. The Jefferson 
home is being constructed in partnership with the LaGrave 
Avenue CRC. A reconstruction project is in process at 1007 
Cooper SE in partnership with Neland Avenue CRC. 
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Project Snapshot

Yaka Kamungi 
and one of his 
children

St. Thomas Roman Catholic Church volunteers

Kim Drake 
(second 
from left) 
behind her 
daughter, 
with family 
and friends 
from 
Plymouth 
Hts. and 
Eastern 
Ave.

Xochitl Carnejo (second from right) and her family



Family Haven News

Blueprints Spring 2006	 5

 ICCF was 
pleased to be a 
partner with Baker 
Books in a special 
promotion of The 
Lion, The Witch, 
and The Wardrobe 
at their Kentwood 
store. In connection with the movie premiere in December, 
Baker reserved theater space and gave complimentary tickets 
for designated purchase amounts. Additionally they displayed 
a large cardboard wardrobe which they proposed to “fill” with 
items for Family Haven. Between Thanksgiving and Christmas 
the cashiers invited customers to make a donation to ICCF’s 
Family Haven emergency shelter as they paid for their purchases. 
Gifts in increments of $1, $2, $5, or $10 were represented by 
paper wardrobe symbols that were posted on the wall behind the 
register. Baker Book House customers knew their gift of $10 
would allow a homeless family to spend a night off the street at 
Family Haven. In January we were deeply grateful to receive 
$1,210 from Baker Book House for our work at Family Haven. 
Thank you very much, Baker Books! Your promotion provided 
both funds and visibility for our work.

Calvin College Connections
Seeing ICCF up close and personal has an impact that merely 

reading about it cannot effect. Each fall the Calvin College 
Service Learning Center introduces new students and staff to 
a variety of community service opportunities in Grand Rapids. 
This past fall Jermale Eddie, the new Program Coordinator for 
the Tapestry Leadership Program, visited Family Haven and 
felt compelled to become involved with its ministry. When the 
Tapestry program cosponsored a gospel concert in November, he 
was instrumental in directing a portion of the offering to Family 
Haven. In December he brought several students who cleaned 

apartments, sorted clothes in the clothing bank, and organized 
books in the community room library. Eddie also contacted a 
local barber, Daniel Spencer, who came to provide free haircuts 
to all the children at Family Haven. Eddie personally adopted for 

Christmas a family with twin sons in 
college. Having recently graduated 
from Grand Valley State College 
himself, Eddie knew the kinds of 
things they would need for school 
and made sure they got them as 
Christmas gifts. His one-hour visit 
last fall was the catalyst for a host 
of blessings. All of our donors are 
welcome to make a similar visit—
just call us to schedule a time.

Being Homeless Doesn’t Mean…   
you have nothing to give. Deb Armstrong, Manager at Family 
Haven, strives to affirm this fact with families who stay at the 
Haven. Recently she invited children who were living at the 
Haven to make Easter cards. On Sunday, April 9, they delivered 
their cards with some potted spring flowers to the residents at 
nearby Caring Meadows Nursing Home, an adult foster care 
facility. The visit brought smiles to the faces of givers and 
receivers 
alike. 

Family 
Haven 

children 
make 
Easter 
cards.

Holiday Partnership with Baker Book House

quality of service by working under one roof.
• improve efficiency of technologies with single computer and 

telephone systems.
• offer larger and more confidential work stations for program 

staff who provide counseling services.
• enhance staff synergy as program and administrative staff 

work side by side.
 God has wonderfully blessed the efforts to finance the project. 

We have already reached $6 million of our $8 million campaign 
goal through charitable gifts and the sale of tax credits to National 
City Bank. Several local foundations have been very generous, 
and a few requests are still pending. The Board of Directors and 
the staff have already participated at a level of 100 percent. Gifts 
from the capital campaign cabinet and endorsement council are in 
process. We are confident that with the help of ICCF donors and 
corporate partners, we will reach the necessary goal.

Pillars for Opportunity … (continued from page 1)
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Teamwork Solves Housing Problem

Home Ownership Program

 The Eric 
and Shamika 
Tardy family 
moved into a 
new home at 
854 Franklin 
Street SE, one 
of the homes 
in the Franklin 
Neighborhood 
Initiative. 
They believe 
strongly in the 
ICCF mission 
and were eager to institute neighborhood activities to increase 
community safety. They had three children when they moved 
in, and the home was a perfect fit for them. But they soon had 
a surprise addition when a changing family situation brought 
Shamika’s siblings, aged 7, 13, and 16, into their home as foster 
children. Their three-bedroom home was now a bit tight. In 
fact Bethany Children’s Services informed them that unless the 
Tardys could provide more living and bedroom space, Bethany 
would have to move the foster children to another home.
 ICCF went into action. Volunteer coordinator Lori Fedewa 
found several experienced volunteers from Mayfair CRC who 
were willing to finish off two bedrooms in the basement. (ICCF 
homes are designed with basement egress windows for this 
very purpose.) Volunteer site supervisor Don Fredricks drew 
up a materials list to estimate the cost. Aware of the situation, 

Hendricks Heating volunteered their services free of charge. 
With a materials price in hand, Vice President of Advancement 
Daryl Vogel went to the phone and found a donor willing to 
cover the cost. Don ordered the supplies, and in less than a 
week the rooms were completed. The Tardy family could hardly 
believe it. They brought pizza to the staff and sent a note of 
thanks to ICCF signed by all the members of their expanded 
family. Our staff was equally pleased and grateful to see how 
God worked all this out.

New Home Buyers Club (Financial 
Management) Classes to Start
 Maria Gimenez is starting a new financial management class 
series for Spanish-speaking adults. Until now the financial 
management curriculum has been taught on an individual basis; 
this is the first time it will be done in a class setting. Because 
of an increase in requests, this will be a more effective use of 
Maria’s time.
 Mary Ayers is beginning a new financial management class for 
high school students. This class will serve as an expansion of the 
financial education ICCF offered in collaboration with Upward 
Bound two summers ago. Financial literacy prior to credit card 
use, housing expenses, and other bills will be very helpful. Many 
adults in home ownership classes remark, “I wish someone had 
told me this years ago.” ICCF took their comments seriously and 
responded with a high school financial literacy curriculum. This 
is a program we plan to expand upon in our new building at 920 
Cherry Street SE.

 Bassie Cummings began his career with ICCF 25 years ago as a painter, 
learned many other valuable construction skills, and eventually became the 
coordinator for all our home construction. He schedules subcontractors, 
provides quality control, chooses materials and colors, and insures that 
each home is completely ready for move-in. When invited to the podium, 
Cummings was warmly applauded, and Jonathan Bradford presented him 
with an etched crystal award for his contribution toward building shalom in 
our community.

ICCF Board Vice President Ben Fowler thanked Bradford on behalf of 
the Board and Staff for his dedication to the mission of ICCF. In honor of 
Bradford’s 25 years at the helm of ICCF, long-time supporter Mayor George 
Heartwell addressed the audience and read a proclamation declaring March 
16, 2006, as Jonathan Bradford Day in Grand Rapids.

Bradford also received an etched crystal award.

Two ICCF Employees Honored at Spring Event

The Eric and Shamika Tardy family

Bassie Cummings and Jonathan Bradford
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New Staff at ICCF
 Elizabeth (Liz) Sheard, Home Ownership Assistant, joined ICCF 
in September. Her prior employment experience was in medical 
insurance and finance. Sheard graduated from Catholic Central High 
School and attended Davenport University. She shares her home 
with her mother, her 14-year-old daughter Danielle, and Dyna, a 
cat she doesn’t like. Besides being very involved at Word of Faith 
Christian Center, Sheard enjoys shopping , exercising, and eating—
not necessarily in that order. She likes the ICCF family atmosphere 
and colleagues who enjoy helping people in a practical way. The 
contribution she hopes to make is to convey God’s love to others by treating all people the same; 
with dignity, compassion, and humor. She also mentioned, “One of my MuCH older brothers is Rev. 
David May with the Racial Institute for Justice.”

 Marolyn Rivera began as the receptionist at the Housing 
Opportunity Center in March. Previously she was the office manager 
at El Hispano News (Hispanic Newspaper). Her family moved to 
Indiana a few years ago from Puerto Rico, where she grew up and 
graduated from high school. Rivera’s husband, Hector, is a minister 
at “El Alfarero” Church, 1737 S. Division Ave., Grand Rapids, Mich. 
They have 4 children ages 8-14. About working here she says, “I really 
like how everyone is willing to give a helping hand. There is also a 
great feeling of satisfaction when you know that you are doing your 
best to help clients accomplish their goals.” She hopes to contribute her 
“people skills to help the community, especially the Hispanics because of [her] bilingual abilities.” 
One more interesting fact about Rivera is that she is involved in a mime ministry at her church.

 Daryl Vogel was hired as Vice President of Advancement 
for ICCF in October 2005. He is a graduate of Dordt 
College and a Certified Fund Raising Executive. After a 
stint in general sales management, Vogel spent 24 years in 
development work for the Grand Rapids Christian School 
Association, Holland Home, Aquinas College, Spectrum 
Health Foundation, and DeVos Children’s Hospital 
Foundation. He has three children; the youngest is in her 
last year of high school. His wife, Sue, teaches kindergarten 
at Creston Christian School. Vogel is excited about the 
prospects for unprecedented growth in philanthropy and 
donor support at ICCF. He clearly envisions a time when the organization will be able to expand 
its wonderful mission, sustained by West Michigan donors who see the positive impact on the lives 
of individuals and families among the underserved. Affordable housing, and all that is involved in 
preparing families to be successful homeowners, is a daunting challenge. But Vogel sees more and 
more people embracing it through charitable giving with each passing day. Vogel is impressed with 
the passion and energy of the development 
team and with the leadership of Jonathan 
Bradford. He looks forward to bringing his 
24 years of fund development experience 
to bear on the future of ICCF. Vogel loves 
to sing and devotes time and energy to The 
King’s Choraliers. He is also a member of 
Round Table International. 

Liz Sheard

Daryl Vogel

Marolyn Rivera

New ICCF Board Members
ICCF welcomes Ron Calsbeek, Simona Goi, 

Adam Lipscomb, and Chaka Holley to the Board of 
Directors. Due to space constraints in this issue of 
Blueprints, more information about the new board 
members will follow in the next issue.
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ICCF exists because of the generosity of individuals, businesses, churches, and foundations. 

There are many ways you can support ICCF’s housing ministry — financial gifts, gifts of stocks, gifts of real estate, bequests, materials and time. 

We are very grateful for our faithful partners and ask that you continue to help make places for families to come home to. Thank you.

Volunteer News

 Last 
fall Laurie 
Feldkamp 
contacted 
ICCF 
volunteer 
coordinator 
Lori Fedewa. 
As campus ministries coordinator for several local colleges, 
Feldkamp wanted to investigate how college students might 
become involved in our ministry. Animated dialogue resulted in 
a decision to schedule an activity for teens. On Friday, March 
17, a group of 25 youths from the ICCF Madison apartment 
buildings and Family Haven rode a city bus to the downtown 
YMCA. The teens were accompanied by two ICCF staff 
members, three students from Grand Valley State University and 
one student from Calvin College. The group enjoyed access to 
the gym, the pool, the fitness center, and the teen center where 
pool tables, ping pong tables, and air hockey beckoned. After 3½ 
hours of fun they rode the city bus back to Family Haven, where 
family members picked them up at 10:30 p.m. Feldkamp would 
like to schedule another outing in May, and Fedewa would 
like to do it on a monthly basis, inviting more ICCF teens to 
participate in wholesome activities at a safe location. 

Recognition Event
 Two hundred people were delighted to attend ICCF’s annual 
volunteer recognition event on February 22 at Celebration 
Cinema North. After a pizza supper, volunteers filled a theater to 
see a first-run Disney movie, Eight Below. It was an adventure 
film suitable for all ages and enjoyed by all. Jack Bosscher, 
a member of the ICCF Board of Directors, was emcee for 
the event. Gift certificates from Gordon Food Service were 
presented to several outstanding volunteers, and LaGrave CRC 
was recognized for its partnership role. Volunteers are at the 
heart of our ministry, and we are pleased to honor them at this 
annual event.
 
Event Volunteers
 ICCF is grateful for volunteer help with its annual Raising 
Roofs benefit event. We extend special thanks this spring to 
Char Grasmeyer, Therese Rowerdink, John Van Oene, and 
Marilyn Mulder. These dedicated volunteers worked alongside 
development staff members Mary Bardolph, Anna Mae Bush, 
and Daryl Vogel along with our contracted assistant Robin 
Haner.

Teen Nights at the YMCA

ICCF teens at the YMCA


