
June 1, 2011, marked the beginning of the most significant real 
estate development that ICCF has tackled to date. The Wealthy-
Jefferson Development Initiative (WJDI) will take four years for 
the first 5 phases to be completed. It will provide at least 150 units 
of housing and over 50,000 square feet of retail space at a cost of 
approximately $30 million. It will be constructed on vacant land 
less than one mile from the heart of Grand Rapids.

ICCF has long been noted for its strong emphasis on high qual-
ity housing design and top notch construction standards. The 
organization’s housing education and empowerment activities 
have consistently enabled housing success and broader life ac-
complishment for residents. So why does ICCF undertake a major 
development initiative such as this? President and CEO Jonathan 
Bradford believes the better question is “Is there even a choice?” 
Transformation is at the core of all that ICCF does as a faith-based 
agency. Often that effort has been focused on a house or two, but 
sometimes conditions demand a more comprehensive strategy. In 
other words, large scale neighborhood transformation is demanded. 
Urban revitalization experience around the country has proven the 
value of housing density, economic diversity and the mixing of 
uses. Given the challenges and the opportunities in the area, there 
is no better way to respond.

Over eleven years ago an out-of-town developer sought to 
buy up the entire area south of Wealthy, between Division and 
Jefferson. While no definite plans were presented it was clear that 
the developer did not intend for current residents to stay. ICCF rec-
ognized and embraced the tremendous potential in the large, disin-
vested neighborhood located near many rental and owner-occupied 
homes developed by the organization. In two different neighbor-
hood planning clinics, stakeholders in the area shaped concept land 
use plans and architectural studies that would help ensure a lasting 
transformation for the area.

Even though economic trends have challenged the vision, in 
partnership with the City of Grand Rapids and Michigan State 
Housing Development Authority (MSHDA), ICCF has pressed 
ahead to launch Phase 1. Several properties were donated to ICCF 
and additional properties were purchased with loans from our 

donors. Over a decade ICCF acquired most of four city blocks. 
City and MSHDA officials agree that ICCF is uniquely qualified 
to lead this ambitious effort. The WJDI is an opportunity for ICCF 
to apply its considerable experience in community planning and 
development, construction, housing counseling and real estate fi-
nance to a blank canvas, so to speak. It is an opportunity to marry 
residential and commercial development to build a vital and stable 
community for residents of all incomes. ICCF’s goal is to create 
a heartbeat that will pump vitality into all the adjacent neighbor-
hoods as well. In the elimination of six decades of disinvestment 
crime will be decreased, jobs will be created and property taxes 
will be generated anew. (See related article on the groundbreaking. 
on p. 2)
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A few important details
1. The construction phases of WJDI will be awarded through a 

bidding process to local contractors, producing jobs for local 
residents. 

2. As owner and developer, ICCF established the building de-
signs to maximize the urban impact and achieve very high 
levels of environmental sustainability. 

3. All other ICCF programs and services will continue with-
out interruption while WJDI moves forward. Developer 
fees earned will sustain these important elements of ICCF’s 
ministry. 

4. The finances and the funding for WJDI are independent 
from the ICCF annual funds. Public funding, tax credits, and 
foundation grants will provide a good foundation for other 
funding. 

5. Ongoing rental income from housing and retail units will fur-
ther support the non-profit services of ICCF. 

6. Approximately 35% of the home ownership units will be re-
served for low-income families with deed restrictions to guar-
antee the units will always be affordable.

A New Era
Wealthy Jefferson Development — Phase I
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On Tuesday, May 31, at 5:30 pm, ICCF and the Southgate Block 
Club hosted a groundbreaking ceremony and a neighborhood pic-
nic to celebrate a new beginning. In front of a tent at the corner 
of Wealthy and LaGrave Avenue SE, a cadre of area residents 
wielded shovels to symbolically break ground for the first phase 
of the Wealthy-Jefferson Development Initiative. Behind the tent 
the scent of charcoal smoke rose with the smell of roasting hot 
dogs. The wind whipped bunches of balloons tied to the center tent 
poles. The diverse crowd of more than a hundred people applauded 
the speakers, enjoyed the food, and appreciated the entertainment 
lined up by the Block Club. Victoria Upton reported that she and 
other area residents are excited about the changes coming to their 
neighborhood. They look forward to a safe and thriving commu-
nity, including a full-service grocery store.

Rockford Construction Company won the bid to construct 
phase 1: two three-story mixed-use buildings at 100 Wealthy SE. 
These two retail and residence structures, along with infrastruc-
ture work, will pave the way for phases two and three, which 
will include residences only. Phase three will offer condos for 
sale, with a percentage of them reserved for low-income families. 
Phases four and five include mixed-use buildings and a grocery 
store.

Event speakers were Joe Jones, a lay pastor at Brown 
Hutcherson Ministries, Mayor George Heartwell, City 
Commissioner Walt Gutowski, Victoria Upton, and Jonathan 
Bradford. But those who wielded the shovels were several adults 
and children from the neighborhood.

ICCF thanks Eileen Kooreman for her coordination efforts with 
the Southgate Block Club and members of Grace Christian Reformed 
Church. They planned, prepared, and served the picnic supper and 
arranged for the entertainment that accompanied the meal.

When I studied Spanish in college, 
learning the pronunciation, vocabulary 
and new grammar rules was a major task. 
Facing all that new material, I remember 
feeling like an outsider. Until I actually 
had to use this learning, it was not second 
nature to me. But when I worked among 
people whose first language was Spanish, 
and I had to use my Spanish, my comfort 
greatly increased. 

Could it be the same way with the Christian life? God’s asks us 
for lives of faithful devotion and humble service to his kingdom. 
That doesn’t always come easily. For help and inspiration we look 
to our parents or other mentors, attend worship services or study 
where all learning is anchored in God’s word. Converting that in-
spiration to action often feels daunting, sometimes even impossible. 
But like learning Spanish, it is necessary to be out on the streets of 
God’s world, in the thick of life, to confidently understand and use 
the rules and the vocabulary of God’s plan.

We have had an experience like that here at ICCF. In 1987 we 
rehabbed our first house in the near south east Grand Rapids neigh-
borhood known as SECA. Over the next 13 years approximately 
110 units of ownership or rental housing followed. This was a chal-
lenging area for the history of discrimination, disinvestment and 
abandonment was of nearly epoch proportions. In 2000 we had an 
opportunity to build 30 more subsidized rental units near Wealthy 
and Jefferson. It was the easy option, but was it the best option?

Here we were, literally on the streets of a part of God’s world 
called Grand Rapids and it was time to act. We had the transform-
ing vocabulary of God who loves mercy and justice, but did we 
know how to use it? Would we be understood? We knew some-
thing about the attributes of a good neighborhood. But could we 
reverse 60 years of brokenness?

I am very concerned that we too readily back away from the 
big challenges. Sometimes we even forget our story and get too 
comfortable with our culture. There is a real danger that we let our 
prophetic calling get neutralized and then the radical edge of the 
gospel message gets sanded so dull that it can no longer pierce the 
darkness.

The story to remember is this: God has promised to prosper his 
people, to work for our good and assure us of hope and a future. 
That promise is fulfilled in Christ through whom we are made new 
and given the job to transform all that is broken, off track, all that 
hurts or is hurting. We are a chosen people and we belong to God 
so that we may declare his praises. 

We had no choice. Because we are agents of hope, builders of 
shalom, and because in Christ there is no rich or poor, black or 
white, ICCF could do nothing but choose the best option: housing 
for people at all incomes, retail space and green space and good 
public transit. Yes the task is large and complex, the solutions do 
not come easily and the resources are scarce. But God assures us 
there is nothing too hard for him, 
and since we are his, there is noth-
ing too hard for us.

Is There Even A Choice?

Jonathan Bradford
President and CEO

Groundbreaking Event May 31

Groundbreaking participants included Joe Jones, 
3rd from left and Victoria Upton, 3rd from right.
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Thanks to Standard Lumber, ICCF once 
again had a booth at the Home and Garden 
Show at DeVos Place in March 2011. We 
advertised a drawing for a few gifts to 
attract visitors to our booth. The following 
week we drew names and contacted the 
happy winners. A lovely handmade quilt 
made by Karen Giles just for the show was 
won by Mary Kortenhoven. Marvin Lacey 
was pleased to win a Blue-Ray DVD player. 
Both were willing to be photographed for 
Blueprints. 

This spring marked Jonathan Bradford’s 30th anniversary 
with ICCF. Jonathan intended to take the position temporarily, 
but apparently God had other plans. Jonathan has provided 
energy and visionary leadership for a dedicated staff through 
whom God has worked and blessed our community. ICCF staff 
increased from 1 to 37 in those 30 years, and we have completed 
530 units of housing while serving 17,500 families. We invited a 
number of donors to celebrate this anniversary and give thanks 
for Jonathan’s leadership by making a contribution in his honor. 
To date, we have received $20,120 to mark this milestone. We are 
grateful for your generosity.

30 Years and Counting

In July the art committee will be installing a new 
exhibit, “Images of Michigan.” This photo exhibit will 
feature the work of four photographers who have done 
work for ICCF in the past. They are Steve Huyser-
Honig, John Apol, Paul Stoub, and Bill Vriesema. We 
will host an artists’ reception in September, and the 
exhibit will be available for viewing August through 
October. Don’t miss it!

Art Exhibit Update 

“Sunset” by Paul Stoub

Marvin Lacey, left, receives DVD player 
from VP of advancement, Daryl Vogel. Mary Kortenhoven won the quilt.

Garden Show–Happy Winners
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Family Haven
Manager Deb Armstrong reports that the new computer lab is 

working out very well. She is thrilled with the donation from an 
Ada Bible Church family of two new computers and a printer, in-
stalled in a small work space adjacent to the Family Haven office 
and reception area. The computer lab is lockable, and its proximity 
to the office enables the staff to supervise the use of the computers. 
The computers are useful to adult residents for employment and 
permanent housing searches. They are useful to the children resid-
ing at the Haven for schoolwork assignments and project research. 
ICCF staff are teaching residents how to use the computers effec-
tively, confident that the skills they learn will be helpful to them 
long after they leave the Haven. 

Financial Management
In May ICCF said farewell to Mary Ayers, long-time direc-

tor and instructor in the financial management program. Mary 
is applying her skills and knowledge to a new position, and we 
will miss her. ICCF is fortunate that Jenny Ziegler is willing to 
step into Mary’s role. Jenny has worked at ICCF through the 
AmeriCorps program since September 2009. During her time at 
ICCF she also attended graduate school and earned her MSW 
degree from Michigan State University. She has served as the fore-
closure intake counselor and has been an important team member 
in Housing and Family Services. She began teaching Introduction 
to Home Ownership and Financial Management classes the first 
week of June. 

Individual Development Account (IDA) program
Elzie Honicutt is the administrator for 

this matched savings program provided 
by the state of Michigan. Participants 
move in and out of the program as their 
savings goals are reached, thus mak-
ing space for new participants. ICCF 
anticipates that 100 new accounts will 
be acquired soon to be used in conjunc-
tion with the BAFF program (see below). 
Elzie monitors each account to track 
participants’ success, contacting them to 
discuss any problems or discrepancies.

Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) program
 ICCF has continued to receive the “high performing” rating 

from the state of Michigan for its administration of this housing 
assistance program. This program keeps three staff members busy. 
The application process, the phone calls to verify compliance 
with employment and financial requirements, the investigation of 
prospective landlords and inspection of prospective housing, and 
the maintenance of current records occupy two counselors and our 
housing inspector fulltime. Housing vouchers from the state cover 
the gap between the cost of housing and the contribution a family 
can make toward their rent or mortgage payment. Disabled persons 
may receive permanent vouchers, but others are encouraged to 
work themselves out of the program.

Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS) program
Participation in the HCV program (see above) is a prerequi-

site for entry to this program. Regina Davis, a Housing Resource 
Specialist at ICCF, is responsible to oversee 123 families in six 
counties who have signed a five-year contract with FSS. The goal 
for each family is to graduate cash-assistance free in five years. 
Regina calls each family monthly and meets with them quarterly 
to review their status. In the first year the participants take our 
financial management classes. Then they work toward reducing 
debt, improving their credit score, finding employment or better 
employment, recognizing their obstacles to independence (child-
care, transportation, or other), and setting their own goals for inde-
pendence. This can include educational achievements, purchasing 
a home, or starting a business. Regina is working with one woman 
who is a trained cosmetologist and whose goal is to live in a home 
above her own hair salon. 

FSS participants have incentives to increase their income and 
pay more of their housing costs because the unused FSS program 
funds are put into an account for the participants and given to them 
when they graduate. If they can contribute $100 toward housing the 
first year, and $300 the second year, then $2,400 can be placed in 
their account for their use when they graduate the program. This 
method contrasts with programs (sometimes self-defeating) in 
which an increase in income results in reduced subsidies. Regina 
mentors and encourages participants to discover the resources 
within themselves, to build on their own gifts and capacities, and 
to be confident in their ability to reach their goals.

Housing and Family Services (HFS) News

Sue Ortiz, Elzie Honicutt, Regina Davis, Jen Ziegler, Sireece Martin

Family Haven resident in the computer lab
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In business it is often said that the 
best advertisement is a satisfied cus-
tomer. That may be true for a non-
profit as well. ICCF has a tremen-
dous ambassador in Sandy Willis. 
When I phoned to ask her how ICCF 
had helped her, she said, “Girl, you 
just don’t know!” and went on to 
elaborate how ICCF changed her 
life. Her enthusiasm about her expe-
rience at ICCF and her prodding of 
friends have sent many additional 
people to register for our Financial 
Management classes. Anyone who 
asks her about her house should be 
prepared for a long conversation.

“I did it all backwards,” Sandy 
laughs. “I found the house I wanted 
first and then did all the work neces-
sary to buy it.” When she saw an 
ICCF sign in front of the house, she 
called our phone number to see if 
she could rent it. She didn’t real-
ize the house was for sale. When 
Sireece Martin suggested she 
should consider buying it, she was 
incredulous. Unemployed and living on disability payments, she 
never dreamed homeownership was a possibility. But ICCF staff 
encouraged her, and she chose to make it her goal. She took every 
class ICCF offered, and she was a lively discussion catalyst. She 
embraced the hands-on activities and put into practice all the fis-
cal advice. “I thought I was a penny-pincher before I took financial 
management classes. But I learned how I could pinch pennies even 
more, and I saved everything I could for the goal of buying my 
house.” The class that inspired her most was the class on invest-
ment and the snowballing impact of smart debt reduction.

Sandy’s first contact with ICCF was her phone call in August 
2010. She began classes in September and simultaneously started 

her mortgage application work. 
ICCF helped her understand all 
the legal language of the docu-
ments involved and continually 
reassured her she was capable 
of achieving her goal. The home 
she chose was a foreclosed home 
which had been purchased and 
remodeled by ICCF. The home 
was inspected and appraised. 
Sandy completed her classes, 
and her mortgage application 
was approved. On January 6, 
2011, the closing was scheduled, 
and she moved into her home on 
Dickinson, realizing her dream.

She enthusiastically asserts, 
“If I can do it, anybody can do 
it.” Her first battle was to defeat 
the nagging notion that she didn’t 
deserve to own a home because 
of her past. She suspects there are 
many women who feel doomed to 
be renters all their life because of 
broken relationships and poverty-
level incomes. She praised ICCF 

staff for pushing anyone with the desire to own a home and telling 
them “You can do it.” At the same time she recognized the hard 
work required. She told less-motivated class participants, “This is 
a hand up, not a hand out. Don’t go through the motions of taking 
the classes and expect someone to hand you the keys to a house. 
Choose a goal, and work for it.” Sandy can say that because she 
practices what she preaches.

When she has questions, Sandy calls ICCF staff. She appreci-
ates the continued support. “Put me on TV as a witness. Put me in 
front of a crowd. I can’t praise ICCF enough,” she told me. Each 
day her joy is new. “I wake up every morning and say, Lord, is this 
really mine?”

Housing and Family Services (HFS) News

Sandy Willis

Foreclosure Intervention
This past year Jenny Ziegler handled an average of 100 inqui-

ries a month about foreclosure. She was able to help some people 
over the phone, but she assigned 800 families to ICCF foreclosure 
counselors for further assistance. ICCF has yet to see a decrease in 
the need for this service.

Building Efforts for Fathers and Families (BAFF) 
program

Sue Ortiz has had several meetings this spring with representa-
tives from Kent County Friend of the Court and Hope Network in 

preparation for our coordinated efforts this summer in the feder-
ally sponsored Building Assets for Fathers and Families program. 
We expect to be working with 50-75 participants at a time, teach-
ing them financial management skills and assisting them with 
housing.

Home Ownership
This fiscal year Sireece Martin completed the sale of 20 homes 

for ICCF. She is currently working on eleven additional sales that 
are in process. Her success has meant higher program revenue than 
was anticipated. Congratulations, Sireece!

A Satisfied Customer
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A Healthy ICCF makes for a Healthier Community…Two Painless Ways to Help 
From time to time in my visits with ICCF donors I will encounter an individual 

or a couple who not only love the work that ICCF is doing in the community but also 
respect the way that we go about that work. Earlier in this issue you read about Ms. 
Willis, a woman who by God’s grace and with the help and encouragement of ICCF 
staff and volunteers, has now put wheels under her dream . . . to become a homeowner!

Whenever and wherever possible, I let ICCF donors know that sustaining the 
ministry through charitable giving is not an easy thing to do. It takes work, patience, 
and persistence, even gentle persuasion on occasion. I know there are donors in the 
ICCF family who want to do more but simply cannot do so because discretionary income is not what 
it used to be. They do volunteer work for the organization, and gifts of time and talent are very impor-
tant, to be sure. Yet there are those who would love to give more of their financial treasure.

Here are a couple of ideas to help solve the dilemma. Although they do not produce immediate 
results in terms of donor satisfaction or positive impact on ICCF, they will result in a healthier orga-
nization and a healthier community in the long run. The healthier ICCF is financially, the greater our 
impact can be for good in the community. Thus, the healthier the community will be for the future. 
1. Consider naming ICCF as the successor beneficiary of your IRA assets. Presently, you may have an 

IRA or two naming your spouse as beneficiary upon your passing. Have you ever thought about ear-
marking/tithing a percentage of the value of those funds as a gift to sustain the work of ICCF at that 
time? A simple Change of Beneficiary Form from the institution managing those assets for you will 
accomplish your goal. No need to engage a lot of financial planning professionals or incur unneces-
sary expense.

2. Do you have a life insurance policy with a paid-up premium? Here again, you can painlessly change 
the beneficiary of your policy to redirect the death benefit or a portion of it to further the work of 
ICCF. The insurance company with whom you hold the policy has a Change of Beneficiary Form 
readily available. Usually the process is free, or the charge to make the changes is minimal.
These ideas are certainly not for everyone, and it is always a good idea to consult one’s professional 

advisor before making such a decision.
If you have already made a revocable or irrevocable provision for ICCF in your estate plan, would 

you let us know? ICCF would love to acknowledge your intent and honor you for your decision.
I would be happy to discuss this and any other idea with you confidentially and without obligation. 

Feel free to contact me at 616-336-9333 x408 or dvogel@iccf.org. Thank you in advance for your con-
tinuing interest in furthering the mission of ICCF.
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Daryl Vogel

Mark your calendar for October 18, 2011 
Mark your calendar now for ICCF’s benefit event with Piano4 on October 18, 2011. An ICCF musi-

cian friend in Scottsdale, Arizona, heard the group perform and highly recommended them for our 
consideration. Established in 2001, Piano4 programming ranges widely from Bach to Broadway. The 
core of their repertoire is the library of 400 transcriptions of the First Piano Quartet (FPQ), of early 
NBC Radio fame, after whom Piano4 is modeled. Programs include Bernstein’s Candide Overture, 
the Valse from Faust, pieces by Gottschalk and Gershwin, works of 
Chopin and Liszt, plus orchestra, piano, and “pops” classics.

The Piano4 pianists include Norma Meyer, an animated virtuoso and 
respected conductor of youth orchestras, who serves as general manager 
of Piano4; Randall Hartman, a brilliant pianist from Doylestown, Pa., 
where he maintains a large teaching studio; Vitalij Kuprij, originally 
from the Ukraine, now concertizing in the United States, Europe, and 
Japan; and their newest member, Michal Schmidt, an Israeli pianist and 
cellist who performs with numerous groups in the Philadelphia area.

Based in Philadelphia, Piano4 was founded by pianist/conductor John 
Kozar, who toured with them for their first five years. He still performs 
with them occasionally and continues to act as advisor and consultant. 

The event will be held at the DeVos Center for Arts and Worship at Grand Rapids Christian High 
School. Watch our website for more details this summer.
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Real Estate Development and Management (REDM) News

Cherry Street Garden Summer Music Series
With a slightly expanded schedule, ICCF is again offer-

ing free outdoor concerts in the front garden on designated 
Thursday nights. The events run 6:30 – 8:30 p.m., and boxed 
meals can be purchased at the Green Well Restaurant. All the 
artists this year are new to the series and provide a wide variety 
of musical genres. We are grateful for the roster of sponsors, 
including underwriter Huntington Bank, to help cover expenses 
for these entertainers:

June 16 Nobody’s Darlin’

July 21 A.B! & Coconut Brown

August 4 Tami Helm & The Lonesome Canyon Band

August 18 Edye Evans Hyde & Michael Hyde 

Building tours are offered during the intermission. Check 
our website for any changes necessitated by inclement weather. 
Grab your picnic basket and a blanket or lawn chair, and join us! 

Beyond the Job Description
ICCF is privileged to have dedicated staff in every department 

who are willing to go out of their way to be helpful to the families 
we serve. Our maintenance technicians are wonderful examples. 
They recognize that they work in many homes where they provide 
male role models. They are very conscious of their appearance, 
their vocabulary (can’t frustrating repair jobs sometimes bring out 
the worst in us?), their respectful attitude, and their willingness to 
show up at odd hours to help with emergencies. But there is more 
to the story.

Jase Mondy wants to be so steeped in Scripture that God’s Word 
infuses his conversations under the sink when he is making plumb-
ing repairs. Jase has taken an intensive discipleship course and 
immersed himself in Bible study for two years at Word of Faith 
Christian Center. He says, “Theology is my passion.” His next goal 
is to take counseling courses because someday he would like to be 
a counselor for families and inner city youths. 

Isaiah Belcher takes special delight in his supervision of work-
ers from Jubilee Jobs. Many Jubilee team members are former 
inmates, and Isaiah wants their re-entry to be as successful as pos-
sible. ICCF was very important to Isaiah in his re-entry years ago. 
Isaiah and his wife, Tammy, are fulfilling a dream by operating 
homes for returning citizens, because finding appropriate housing 
is one of the biggest challenges of re-entry.

Joseph Cebelak befriended and continues to mentor a high 
school student whose family has lived in an ICCF duplex apart-
ment for about ten years. Last summer Joseph introduced 
“Luke” to golf, and this year “Luke” joined the Ottawa Hills golf 
team. (Joseph reports that “Luke” was recognized by Governor 
Granholm last year as an outstanding high school student in 
Michigan.) In April another family, who are regular in-kind donors 
to the Haven, gave ICCF many of their possessions because they 
were moving out of state. The maintenance team often collects 
in-kind gifts, and Joseph had to make two trips to collect this con-
tribution. On the first trip he noticed size-12 golf shoes—“Luke’s” 
size. Joseph asked the donor if he could have the shoes for “Luke.” 
The donor said yes. When Joseph came back for the second load, 
the donor had three sets of golf clubs, a variety of additional pieces 
of golf equipment, and golf shirts set aside for “Luke.” Can you 
imagine his excitement? And it all came about because God gave 
Joseph a heart to go beyond his job description and eyes to see an 
opportunity to bless “Luke.”

REDM currently has 20 homes either in production or pending 
sale. They are getting ready to begin renovations on several of our 
scattered site multi-unit homes in the City. The before and after 
photos here show ICCF’s renovation of one foreclosed home at 307 
Maplelawn.

Our staff noted that a bird had nested in the home’s back win-
dow prior to our construction work. They were happy to report that 
mother and baby relocated in the crook of the tree in the backyard 
and are doing fine. Unfortunately at 
another home, the staff is dealing 
with a skunk that has not chosen to 
relocate. Sale of the home is post-
poned until the backyard resident is 
gone.

REDM is pleased to have the 
services of Hope Allen, who is a 
new department assistant placed 
with ICCF by AARP (American 
Association of Retired Persons). 
Hope will be paid by AARP to work 
at ICCF up to 18 hours a week. Prior 
to coming to ICCF, she worked at 
a Westside Complex non-profit, the 
Area Community Services Education 
and Training Program.

Isaiah Belcher, Jase Mondy, Joseph Cebelak 307 Maplelawn before 307 Maplelawn after

Current needs: 
• Non-perishable food 

items for the Family 
Haven food pantry. 

• Volunteer drivers 
with physical 
capability and 
appropriate vehicles 
for picking up in-kind 
donations to ICCF 
(on-call duty, not 
predictable schedule).

• Three groups to 
Adopt-an-Apartment 
at Family Haven



Volunteer Appreciation Event
On April 28 we welcomed over 60 

volunteers to our annual appreciation 
event. Jose and Jayk Ortiz and Bassie 
Cummings provided live musical en-
tertainment, and the guests enjoyed a 
wonderful variety of food donated by 
TGI Fridays restaurant. Cindy Quinzy 
presented awards to
• Jim Hayward, who volunteers two days 

a week entering data for Housing and 
Family Services.

• Rachel Lubben, who commuted from 
Zeeland several days a week for 6 
months and covered 5,000 miles to assist HFS counselors with a 
wide variety of tasks.

• Union, a group of young adults from Ada Bible Church who do it 
all: demolition, cleaning, painting, construction, and landscaping 
(883 plants, 25 houses this year alone). They provided 644 hours of 
labor with 131 volunteers and 11 service days.

Mary Ayers presented awards to several education program 
facilitators:
• Tom Jager, insurance (ten-year veteran instructor)
• Dan Grzywacz, lender who teaches Intro classes
• Roger Bradell, a carpenter who teaches classes for home 

maintenance
• Scott McPheeters, investing (Edward Jones)
• Ryan Smith, investing (Argus)

Following the awards presentations, each volunteer received 
a gift certificate to a variety of restaurants, stores, and services. 
Every volunteer went home with a thank-you gift, compliments of 
the vendors contacted by Advancement.

Recent Volunteers
Since October 1 we have been blessed with the efforts of many 

volunteer groups and individuals. We thank them for their service.
• Corporate groups: Carousel 4H, Gordon Food Service (4x), Twin 

Lakes Nursery, GR Christian School Teachers, Returned Peace 
Corp Alumni, and Feyen-Zylstra Electric Co.

• School groups: South Christian High School, Calvin College, 
Grand River Preparatory School, Jenison Christian School, 
GVSU Alumni, and Hudsonville Christian School.

• Church groups: Ada Bible Church Union young adults (x5), 
Caledonia CRC, St. Anthony of Padua, Westend CRC, Ada 
Bible Church Bible Study Group (x2), Covenant Community, 
Remembrance Reformed, Ada Bible Church MOPS and Mayfair 
CRC.

• Individual volunteers include Dave Feder, James Izenbaard, 
Henny Stuursma, Anne Christenson, Ron Lubbers, Irene Wiersma, 
Jennifer Thomas, Angela Johnson, Devon Jeltema, Danielle Patter, 
Brianna Blust, Grace DeBoer and Michael Bruggink.

Contact Cindy @ 336.9333 x412 or cquinzy@iccf.org with questions or to volunteer. 
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Making places to come home to.
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ICCF exists because of the generosity of individuals, businesses, churches, and foundations. 
There are many ways you can support ICCF’s housing ministry — financial gifts, gifts of stocks, gifts of real estate, bequests, materials and time. 

We are very grateful for our faithful partners and ask that you continue to help make places for families to come home to. Thank you.
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ICCF Volunteer News

Gordon Food Service employees doing landscaping work at 5135 Cisne SW


