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Holiday Blessings

At ICCF we never
cease to be amazed
at the kindnesses
of donors during
the holiday season.
We knew last year
we had to secure
a new supplier
for Thanksgiving
baskets, but we had
no idea where we
would find one. God
provided generously
Baskets ready for pick up
through more than
400 women in Bible study groups at Ada Bible Church. They
was to distribute these
purchased 76 laundry baskets and dressed them up with swaths
generous, thoughtful
Dec. 15
of new fabric woven through the sides of each basket. Then they
gifts to ICCF
Christmas Party
filled the baskets with cereal, crackers, canned goods, potatoes,
residents and clients!
rice, peanut butter, jelly, stuffing, applesauce, jello, pasta, muffin
The Adopt-amixes, spaghetti sauce, and other food items—plus paper towels
Family program
and toilet paper, a cookie sheet and spatula, and a cookie recipe.
provided 43 ICCF families (180 persons total) with Christmas gifts
A decorated glass jar
this year. ICCF staff selects families that would be challenged to
Adopt-a-Family donors include
contained the layered
purchase gifts themselves and matches them with families from
individual families, businesses, and
dry ingredients to make
the community who volunteer to participate. ICCF fills out a form
church groups—some of whom
the cookies. The first
with family member names, sizes, and wish lists so that the family
have been participating for several
shipment of baskets
buying the gifts has some idea of what to purchase. ICCF suggests
successive years and some who ask
arrived at ICCF through spending approximately $25 on each family member and arranges
for more than one family to adopt.
donated efforts of Two
for volunteers to adopt the size family they request. ICCF families
Businesses and groups who adopted
Men and A Truck.
can choose to meet their donor family and have them deliver the
families this year are
The balance came in
gifts to their home, or they can choose to pick up the gifts from
Herman Miller
ICCF staff cars. Each
our office on Cherry Street. Most donor families prefer to meet
basket had a personal
the families for whom they purchased gifts and appreciate it
Metal Art Studio
greeting
attached
from
Fair Housing Center of West Mich.
continued on page 2
the women. ICCF
Prudential Preferred Realtors
staff contributed fresh
Mercantile Bank
IN THIS ISSUE
fruit and vegetables.
Global Forex Trading
Turkeys were donated
Forest Hills Public Schools
by employees at Ajacs
Jonathan Bradford on Every Square Inch?
Grounds and Maintenance Staff Die Sales Corporation.
Students from South
JHP Fasteners
Surveying the Landscape—Artists Reception Feb. 9
Christian High School
Green Well Gastro Pub
were present to help
Unlikely Visitors—A Story from Family Haven
Ada Bible Church small group
load
the
baskets
into
leaders
cars for the designated
A Legacy of Philanthropy
St. Thomas the Apostle Church
families. What a joy it

Every Square Inch?
A few days ago my wife, Grace, called
me over to the dining room table to
show me an article in the newspaper. A
17-year-old young man had been gunned
down in an alley near Union SE less
than a mile from our house. “He was
a student in my school, and now he is
Jonathan Bradford dead!” she exclaimed. The shooting had
President and CEO occurred in an area where ICCF had built
or reconstructed at least seven houses.
Later I discovered that this young fellow and his friend were shot
just a couple of hours after the horrific shooting in Tucson, Ariz.,
in which six died and a Congresswoman and several others were
severely injured.
It is a struggle to manage the flood of anger, pain, and
frustration over the senselessness of these tragic events. How does
it happen that disagreement or greed or mental illness results in
death and the relentless pain it leaves? It seems that more and more
our society has come to deeply value the individual and his rights
and authority over the promise of community and the strength
that comes from respectful cooperation. Rugged and often brutish
individualism is too much the rule. What concerns me most is that
aggression and violence have become so common that reports of
it alarm us less; our resistance is steadily decreasing. Do you also
wonder where this is taking us?
I could not have known that a shooting would occur on Union
SE when I was part of a short but beautiful phone conversation
earlier that day. While it was Steve DeRuiter on the other end of
the call, its content was a message from God. Let me explain. Steve
is a recent seminary graduate. With his wife and the support of the
Eastern Avenue Christian Reformed Church he has launched an
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when the ICCF families welcome their visit. This year there were
multiple requests for winter boots and coats. When the weather
turned cold and snowy in December, one very thoughtful donor
contacted her adopted family and offered to bring gifts early so
that the children could be dry and warm in the inclement weather.
The adopted mom wept tears of gratitude. The children wore huge
smiles because additional wrapped
gifts were placed under the tree for
Christmas.
We received this note from one
family who participated in adopting:
“Just wanted to take a moment
to thank all of you for providing
my family and me with the
opportunity to experience the true
meaning of Christmas by giving
to others in need. It was a very
meaningful and fun experience
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outreach program to the young adults of southeast Grand Rapids.
God has placed in Steve a special care for folks who do not know
or no longer accept the tender mercy of our Lord. For many
months he has gathered people for fellowship and Bible study
in his living room. But that won’t do anymore; there isn’t even
standing room!
Steve and I were talking because his growing group will soon
start meeting in the ICCF assembly hall in our building on Cherry
St. This pleases me because I share Steve’s concern for these
young adults, and I know several of them. Further, hosting this
group is a wonderful bit of providential reciprocity because ICCF
was in fact first launched 37 years ago by Eastern Avenue CRC.
The group is calling itself Square Inch Community to convey
Christ’s lordship over all things as well as the certainty that
God has a special place for these folks in his kingdom. This is
a timeless truth, a message that cannot be heard too often. In
that phone conversation with Steve and in the prayers that were
spoken a few days later in the Assembly Hall, I have heard again
the reassurance that through Christ we can see God’s claim on all
things and his fulfilled promise to redeem all that is broken.
This gift gives us all a limitless peace and an awesome
challenge. Indeed there was untold brokenness on that day when
two were shot on Union SE and 14 were shot in Tucson. But even
the darkness of that day is illumined by the light of Christ’s love.
This is the message and the mission of Square Inch Community,
and it has been ICCF’s foundation since 1974. Just as a place
has been made for us in God’s
peaceful kingdom, we should
miss no chance to show others
their place there as well.

for all of us and a great experience for our children and
grandchildren who participated. Everyone is asking if we can
do this again next year, so I’m sure we will be contacting you
next Fall again.
“You did a wonderful job of coordinating information and
getting back to us in a timely
manner so that we could stay
organized as well.
“Thanks again, and have a Blessed
and Joyous Holiday.”

A personal touch

We offer heartfelt thanks
to those individuals and the
groups mentioned above for their
generosity in providing Christmas
gifts to 43 ICCF families in
December.
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“Surveying the Landscape” – Art Update

Painting by Chris Stoffel Overvoorde

Photo by Phil Schaafsma

This month a new art exhibit was
hung at 920 Cherry. It is a collection of
paintings by The West Michigan Eight, a
group of Michigan artists whose paintings
are predominantly landscapes. ICCF was
privileged to receive the exhibit because Chris
Stoffel Overvoorde is both one of The West
Michigan Eight painters and co-chair of the
ICCF art committee.
The Muskegon Museum of Art dubbed
this group The West Michigan Eight. While
not all natives, the artists live in the Grand
Rapids and Muskegon areas and have taught,
mentored, lectured, and exhibited in the
region for many decades, maturing into a
distinguished set. Their output, collaboration, Back row (left to right): Chris Stoeffel Overvoorde, Larry Blovits, Jack Brouwer,
and interaction as a group have made a
Jon McDonald; Front row: Collin Fry, Carl Forslund, Armand Merizon, Jim Markle
dramatic impact on the visual arts in the
West Michigan region and beyond. They
meet regularly to share common ground and
Artists’ Reception
diverse views of art. When asked what keeps
and Program
them together, all agree that the foundation
Wednesday,
of their relationship is a mutual respect for
February 9, 2011
each other’s skills and an admiration for one
another as artists and individuals.
Open house and
The group has exhibited their work in the
refreshments
Muskegon Museum of Art; the Birmingham
6–9 p.m.
Bloomfield Art Center in Birmingham, Mich.;
the Gallery Uptown in Grand Haven; and the
Panel discussion
Box Factory Gallery in St. Joseph, Mich. One
7:30 p.m.
of their members, Armand Merizon, passed
away at the age of 90 last year, and all who
remain are still actively painting. They remember Merizon fondly
Self-guided tour material with additional information about
as the dean of the group and a major storyteller.
the artists is available at the reception desk. ICCF welcomes art
We are honored to exhibit the work of Larry Blovits, Jack
exhibit visitors for weekday viewing M-F, 9 a.m.–5 p.m. The West
Brouwer, Carl Forslund, Collin Fry, Jon McDonald, Jim Markle,
Michigan Eight exhibit will be displayed until April 14, 2011.
Armand Merizon, and Chris Stoffel Overvoorde. Carl Forslund
is a familiar local name because of his family business, Forslund
Furniture, but Carl is also a talented painter who has already gifted
Last fall at the “Beyond our Blind Side” event, Sean Tuohy
ICCF with one of his paintings, featuring four churches seen from
was right on target when he said he and Leigh Anne didn’t
one downtown corner. Several of the group have been teachers.
believe in coincidence. They believe that people are put into our
Blovits taught art at Aquinas College for 26 years; McDonald has
lives for a reason. The night of the ICCF benefit event in October,
taught art at Kendall College of Art and Design since 1980; and
a woman who was serving dinner at the event was homeless.
Overvoorde taught for more than 30 years in the Calvin College
She heard about the work of ICCF, picked up a brochure about
Art Department. Brouwer, Fry, and Markle all had successful
our housing options, and made a phone call the next morning to
careers in marketing, advertising, and graphic design prior to
Deb Armstrong who is manager at Family Haven. Although Deb
retirement and fulltime painting.
could not offer emergency housing at Family Haven, she used her
The ICCF exhibit includes pastels, watercolors, and oil
contacts to find an apartment for Erica downtown, enabling her
paintings. Contributions include portraits and landscapes by
to walk to work. Deb was able to arrange for the deposit and first
Blovits, pastels by Forslund, oils and pastels by Fry, pastel
month’s rent through the Coalition to End Homelessness. Erica
landscapes from Markle’s world travels, and five paintings by
was thrilled and wrote a thank-you note to ICCF: “I am just
Merizon. Overvoorde’s work features cloud studies from his
grateful there are services like this that will help when needed.”
“Prairie Vision” series, and McDonald’s work highlights his
passionate interest in the blues.

No Such Thing as Coincidence
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News from HFS
Can the housing crisis deepen? Housing and Family Services
manager Sue Ortiz expects foreclosure counseling to take an even
larger portion of time and energy from ICCF staff in 2011 than in
2010. She forwarded to Advancement an article excerpted below.
Perhaps some ICCF readers have seen it already.
NEW YORK (AP)—The
bleakest year in the foreclosure
crisis has only just begun.
Lenders are poised to take
back more homes this year
than any other since the U.S.
housing meltdown began in
2006. About 5 million borrowers are at least two months
behind on their mortgages, and
industry experts say more people will miss payments because
of job losses and also loans that
exceed the value of the homes
they are living in.
“2011 is going to be the
peak,” said Rick Sharga, a
senior vice president at foreclosure tracker RealtyTrac, Inc.
The firm predicts 1.2 million
homes will be repossessed this
year. This will top 2010, when
a record 1 million homes were
lost, RealtyTrac said Thursday
[1/13/11]. The pain likely will
be the most acute in states

that have already suffered the
worst, including Michigan.
One in every 45 U.S. households received a foreclosure
filing last year, a record 2.9
million of them. A dip in
mortgage interest rates has led
more borrowers to apply for a
refinance, but would-be buyers
remain hesitant… It will take
more than low mortgage rates
to jumpstart a housing market
plagued by high unemployment, falling prices, and tighter
credit standards.
RealtyTrac tracks notices
for defaults, scheduled home
auctions, and home repossessions—warnings that can lead
up to a home eventually being
lost to foreclosure.
ICCF covets your prayers
and financial support as we
continue to help hundreds of
West Michigan families who
face foreclosure.

A few words of
testimony from Housing
Choice Voucher clients at
ICCF:

“I am struggling trying to raise
two children in Michigan
while trying to find fulltime
work, which is hard to come
by. I feel blessed to be able
to have this program because
I know too many people who
have struggled to pay rent
among other things and have
become homeless. I have
not, due to this wonderful
program.” —MR

Housing Choice Voucher program
manager, Angie Hamlett

HCV program assistant,
Stacey Nagelkirk

“Quite honestly, I don’t know how I would live and survive on my
income without help from the section 8 program. My income is
less than the full rent!! A single, disabled woman like me would
be out on the street by now if it weren’t for this program. I think
of that every day and thank God. The people at ICCF have always
been courteous and efficient with me.” —BZ
“From sleeping in a car in the winter to my own apartment.
There are no words that could describe the way I felt when I was
notified that I had a voucher…” —SI
“I feel very blessed because of ICCF. I have been able to get back
on my feet and go back to college. My son and I have a place of
our own to call home. Thank you so much!” —SH

ICCF Christmas Surprises
On Wednesday, December 15, the annual client Christmas party
was held in the Assembly Room at 920 Cherry. There were 200
people in attendance, and more than 100 children were registered
to play games and receive gifts. Santa paid a visit, and the Ottawa
Hills High School Performing Arts Hub choir entertained the
audience with several songs. Dinner was wonderful, and not a bite
of turkey, potatoes, rice, fresh fruit, vegetables, or dessert was left
over. Adults and children received gifts that had been donated by
a variety of individuals and businesses. We wish to acknowledge
the following for in-kind donations for the meal: Burton Meat, The
Schnitz Delicatessen, Fulton Family Fare, Van’s Pastry, Kingma’s
Market, and staff who donated turkeys. We also thank the
following for donations of gifts: American Sewing Guild, Pooh’s
Corner, YT Galleria, and some women from Ada Bible Church.
Many volunteers helped by staffing the game rooms, the face
painting, the craft room, and Santa’s room, and by preparing and
serving food. It takes a host of people to set up and clean up, and
we are grateful for the many hands that made the party possible.
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In addition to the planned
annual events, there are
always the surprises that God
brings to us. On December
17 the residents at Family
Haven were treated to a
catered meal by a group of
state employees from the local
unemployment office. Terri
Snell called Deb Armstrong
to say that her department of
21 people decided to offer
gifts to homeless families
Family Haven friends
instead of exchanging gifts
among themselves this year. Snell’s niece had been a resident
at the Haven in the past and Snell had been impressed by ICCF
services, so she had suggested the group do something to benefit
Family Haven. They donated funds for a catered meal, for a bag
4

of treats for each person attending,
addition to free tickets. ICCF had to turn
Family Haven interns Martine and Jillayne
for gifts to give residents, and for a
in names and the number of requested
craft project that provided decorated
tickets ahead of time—we had 77
and personalized Christmas stockings
reservations. We thank John Loeks for
for each child. The department
this holiday activity.
organized themselves into a set-up
A volunteer group traveled to
crew, a serving crew, and a clean-up
Family Haven on December 18
crew. One gentleman volunteered to
and baked Christmas cookies with
serve as Santa and bought himself an
the children there. It was a firstappropriate suit for the occasion. The
time experience with ICCF for the
community room at Family Haven
volunteers. It was also a first-time
was very festive, and the resident
baking experience for many of the
families had a wonderful evening.
children. Of course, for quality control purposes there had to be
Another surprise was the opportunity offered to ICCF families
a good deal of taste testing. Deb Armstrong didn’t mind the mess
to enjoy a free movie preview at Celebration! Cinema on December
that required cleaning afterward because the children had such a
18. The featured movie was the new Yogi Bear movie, appropriate
good time. And the families got to enjoy homemade Christmas
for families, and ICCF guests received free pop and popcorn in
cookies! The children took pride in their achievement.

Unlikely Visitors – A Story from Family Haven
This story is told by a woman whose formerly well-to-do
family lost their large home in an affluent neighborhood to
foreclosure. (Patty is not her real name.)
My name is Patty, and I have an intact family, thanks to Family
Haven. Never in a million years would I think we would visit
and reside at a homeless shelter. It’s a miracle how God directed
me to a warm place with people who truly cared for my family’s
well-being.
In November 2009 I joined a women’s forum to find out how to
help people with Christmas gift needs because people were asking
me how and where to get help. I received quite a few responses that
were appropriate: United Way 2-1-1, and others. I didn’t know then
that 2010 would be a very difficult year for my own family.
By November 2010 my family had been secretly homeless since
August 20—never had I ever been displaced. College educated,
and having worked since I was twelve, I’ve seen some tough
times. But having a family and not being able to land employment,
my marriage was teetering and our child became sick. Early in
December 2010 I received an email from a woman who responded
to my questions in November 2009—yes, one year later. She said,
“Contact Deborah at ICCF.” I
Family Haven apartment
looked Deborah up online and
wrote her an email, and she
called and told me to “Come
right over.” Hope. I hadn’t
felt hope since August 2010. I
brought my daughter with me,
and it took the Director about
two hours to “talk me into
moving in.” Yes, I’m a proud
person, but the warmth of the
apartment and the genuine caring
brought me to this place. Within
days of being at Family Haven,
my family was blessed by church
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members who cleaned and refurbished the apartment with kitchen
items, new bedding, food, and gifts underneath the Christmas
tree. I was able to prepare a homemade dinner for my daughter
and husband every night for thirty days. I visited the clothing
closet and was able to locate clothes for my family. When I didn’t
have any funds, I prayed for help. My car broke down during my
stay at Family Haven—and I was thinking, what next, God? I was
encouraged daily by the employees and interns of Family Haven.
Yes, I heard some people making fun of persons being
homeless. It’s not a disease, and it can’t be caught. Homeless means
you just don’t have a roof over your head. Being homeless does not
mean that we are losers, or that we made bad choices. Sometimes
life throws curve balls, and it takes many kind people to help
us catch the ball again. I have more compassion for people and
situations; so do my husband and daughter. God has taught us so
much through this rocky time.
We were blessed over the Christmas holiday beyond our expectations from the church who gave us the basics and more, to a company who supplied Christmas gifts for each of us, to an agency that
gave cleaning supplies. A huge thank you to all the volunteers and
people who support Family Haven.
Good News: we’ve found a
new residence and plan to move
in this weekend. Thanks to
Family Haven, they helped us
connect with agencies to help
us become whole again. Feeling
warmth has given us hope. I urge
the Grand Rapids community to
volunteer their time, offer funds,
and much-needed items to Family
Haven. They help many people—
even persons who, like my family,
are Unlikely Visitors. Thank you,
Family Haven. —Patty
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New Faces at ICCF
Board of Directors
Tamiea Palmer joined the Board in December 2010. She heard about ICCF
within the community and wanted to support an organization that is building up
the community in which she lives. She hopes to contribute ideas for increasing
our donor base. Palmer has a Masters in Management from Cornerstone
University and is employed at Priority Health. She and her husband, Darius, have
four children. Her favorite activities are reading and traveling, and she is excited
about serving ICCF.
ICCF Staff
Carmen Bilski joined the Real Estate Development and Management staff
as the new property management assistant, replacing Marolyn Villalobos, who
moved into a bilingual housing counselor position in our HFS division. Bilski
has been in property management since 1996, first at Keystone Property and then
at Dwelling Place, where she worked for a time under Margie Brito, who is now
ICCF’s property manager. She and her husband, Rick, have three adult children
and five grandchildren. She enjoys fishing, bowling, camping, and spending time
with her grandchildren. With her knowledge and experience she hopes to help
ICCF maintain rent potential, occupancy, and resident retention. Her joy at ICCF
is “handing keys for an apartment to a homeless person/family.”
Bianca L. McCarter joined the HFS team this fall as a foreclosure counselor
after eight years with AAA as a claims specialist for homeowner and auto
claims. A graduate of Kelloggsville High School, she has degrees in education
(GRCC) and psychology (GVSU) and is working on her MSW at Grand Valley
State University. Firmly committed to community volunteer work, Bianca hopes
to involve her fellow ICCF employees. She intends to contribute a good work
ethic and job dedication to add to ICCF’s reputation. Her favorite book is “The
Giving Tree” by Shel Silverstein. McCarter has four siblings and is engaged to be
married later this year.

Tamiea Palmer

Carmen Bilski

Bianca McCarter

News from REDM
The Real Estate Development and
Management team has been busy with work on
foreclosed homes. In the calendar year 2010 they
purchased 22 properties and began reconstruction
work on 20 of them. They completed work on
14, and 12 of the homes have been sold to firsttime home buyers. The new homeowners are
required to take ICCF classes. One of the new
homeowners is very excited and willing to share
her thoughts.
SW has been a renter all her life. “Being a
first-time homeowner is a dream come true. . . .
I really never thought it would happen for me.
Being a renter for many years, fixing up other
homeowners’ homes so I could live like I wanted,
just wasn’t working for me anymore. I finally
got the nerve to try, and ICCF became my tool
to better myself. They helped me overcome my
fear of failure by informing, training, supporting
me—and that’s just the tip of it. They live up
to their name [Christians]. . . . I would love for

others to know that they can do it if they just
take the chance, and apply themselves with the
assistance of ICCF, which goes all the way with
you and beyond to help make it happen. ICCF is
God’s plan to put you in good hands.” She closed
her letter of thanks with Phil 4:13: “I can do all
things through Christ who strengthens me.”
To help all the new owners of the
reconstructed homes, Linda Kanoza is working
with other ICCF staff to produce a booklet
to give each homeowner at the closing. The
booklet will include photos of their homes—
before, during, and after reconstruction—so
they can know and understand some of their
home’s history. It will provide all the warranty
information for the furnace, windows, and other
new materials or appliances in the home. Linda
will list the names and phone numbers of all the
subcontractors who worked on the home so that
the new owner can reach them with any questions
or problems.
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News from Advancement
I am pleased
to report that
in 2010 ICCF
received grants
and commitments
from 13 private and
public foundations.
We are grateful for
2010 gifts made in
honor of:

I invite you to join the following members
of Families First who support ICCF with
monthly contributions. Their consistent
giving pattern provides a base monthly
income. We would welcome your help to
enlarge that base.
Daryl Vogel

Robert Brazda
Ben Krombeen
George and Susan Larimore
Richard and Annie Meyer
Dan and Kate Miller
Cara Oosterhouse
Helen Salan
John and Barb Straatsma
Gordy Van Haitsma
Daryl and Susan Vogel
Jude Willem Westra
and in memory of:
George Boorsma
Eugene Bradford
Willie Herring
Lois Van Beek
Peter Vander Bent
Alma Williams

Anonymous (3)
Deborah Armstrong*
Veronica and Jose Arvizu*
David and Mary Bardolph*
Elaine Bardolph*
Ruth Basney*
Isaiah and Tammy Belcher*
Jonathan and Grace Bradford*
Jim and Hope Bradley
Margarita Brito*
Eric and Tracy Burgess*
Peter and AnnaMae Bush*
Ron and Diane Calsbeek*
John and Linda Carman*
Joseph and Lisa Cebelak*
Bassie and Marilyn Cummings, Jr.*
Phil and Theresa DeLange*
Sarah Greenfield
George and Elaine Harper*
Janet Haynes*
Klaas Hoekema and Krista Boerman*
Elzie and Sharon Honicutt*
Michelle Jeffries
Roberta Kayser*

A Legacy of Philanthropy
We have discovered among our donors a wonderful practice
that comes into play at year’s end. It is the practice of setting
aside funds for charitable causes, but giving the responsibility
and privilege of disbursing those funds to one’s grandchildren.
The grandchildren are encouraged to thoughtfully decide where
they wish to send their portion of the funds. Sometimes the funds
are directed to ICCF, and we have the pleasure of calling the
grandparents to thank them, only to be told, “You really should
thank my grandson/granddaughter, because it was their idea.”
We are grateful for two reasons—not only because ICCF receives
funds, but also because these grandparents are teaching children
and young adults a lesson in generosity and philanthropy. One
donor calls her fund “Grandma’s Bank,” and her grandchildren
may vote to keep the money for themselves, give it all to one
charity, or divide it among three charities she recommends. They
have not yet voted to keep it. We pray that as they grow older, the
grandchildren will continue to practice the charitable giving that is
modeled for them by their grandparents.
Proverbs 22:6 (TNIV): “Start children off on the way they should
go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it.”
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Tom and Barbara Luiz*
Clarence and Irene Menninga*
Paul and Kristen Moore*
Joel and Stacey Nagelkirk*
Cara Oosterhouse*
Jose and Sue Ortiz*
Miguel and Ivette Reyes*
Doris Reyes*
Ronald and Debra Rienstra*
Hollie Schipper
Philip and Pat Spoelhof*
R. Scott and Nancy Stehouwer*
Ben and Sarah Stehouwer*
William and Rosemary
Stevenson, Jr.*
George and Alicia Tatu
Blanche Vander Bent*
John and Adeline Verwolf*
Marolyn and Pedro Villalobos*
Daryl and Susan Vogel*
Randy and Elisabeth Zylstra*
*charter members
Standard Kitchens offered ICCF a
booth at the Home and Garden Show
again, March 3-6, 2011. So if you go to the
show at DeVos Place, look for ICCF near
Standard and stop to visit with us.
—Daryl Vogel, VP of Advancement

Donated Refrigerators
In December
we posted a need
for several new
refrigerators at
Family Haven on
TheCommon.org. A
very generous couple
in the community
offered to fill the
need. They ordered
three frost-free
refrigerators from
ABC Warehouse,
which were delivered
in January. Deb
Armstrong, manager,
and the residents at
Family Haven who
are benefiting from
this charitable gift,
are very grateful.
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Making places to come home to.

ICCF Volunteer News
In November 2010 ICCF was
delighted to receive several truckloads
of perennial plants and shrubs from
Rooks Landscaping for use at ICCF
properties. With volunteer help from
the Union group at Ada Bible Church
(college and career young adults),
Matt Herm and Bob Watkins, interns
we were able to landscape 20 rental
duplexes the first two Saturdays in
November. The addition of hundreds of grasses,
daylilies, coneflowers, and many other varieties
of perennials around the entire perimeter of the
homes will make a huge difference this summer,
not only for the individual duplexes but also for
the neighborhood.
On January 20 employees from Twin
Lakes Nursery used a window of time in their
snowplowing schedule to paint the walls and
ceilings in a three-bedroom ICCF rental unit.
On January 17 Volunteers in Service arranged
Plant donation from
for several teachers from the Grand Rapids
Union group of volunteers from Ada Bible Church
Rooks Landscaping
Christian Schools to work at ICCF. They
provided a final cleanup at 1120 Thomas SE, one of the foreclosed
this term with our Real Estate Development and Management
homes purchased and renovated by ICCF.
department.
ICCF is blessed by the work of college interns each year.
Childcare help is needed year-round at ICCF. Financial
Currently we benefit from the efforts of Jillayne van den Brink,
Management classes are currently held on Saturday mornings,
a social work intern from Calvin College at Family Haven, and
and a new series of Home Ownership workshops will begin soon.
of Bob Watkins, an administrative intern from Grand Valley
Please contact our volunteer coordinator, Cindy at 336-9333, x412,
State University. Martine Stedman, a BSW student from Grand
if you are available to assist Kate Jones with this crucial support of
Valley State University, is also doing her field placement at Family
our programs.
Haven this year. A Comenius Scholar intern from Calvin College
In recognition of these and many other volunteers, ICCF will
begins in February; Kate Jones will help with childcare and social
host a Volunteer Appreciation event on April 21, 2011. Watch your
media work. Matt Herm is an intern from Hope College working
mail or our website for details to follow.
ICCF exists because of the generosity of individuals, businesses, churches, and foundations.
There are many ways you can support ICCF’s housing ministry — financial gifts, gifts of stocks, gifts of real estate, bequests, materials and time.
We are very grateful for our faithful partners and ask that you continue to help make places for families to come home to. Thank you.

phone (616) 336-9333 • fax (616) 336-9323 • website: www.iccf.org

